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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


‘Tue final settlement of the Bank, East India, and Slavery ques- 
tions (to mention the most prominent subjects among a mass of all- 
‘important ones), is now left to the discretion and the votes of about 
forty Peers and twice as many Commoners. Their Lordships 
have only their own consciences to satisfy as to the purity of their 
motives and the wisdom of their proceedings; we have therefore 
little to say to the absentees respecting their neglect of Parlia- 
‘mentary duty. Butthe nation has a right to call upon its self- 
styled Representatives to give some sound reasons for their flight 











Commons. His constituents would put one of these runaway 
Members in rather an unpleasant dilemma, were they to ask him, 
whether he had worked during the session so much more severely 
than Mr. Humg and Mr. Warsurrton, that he found it impos- 
‘sible to stay till it was over? The really valuable Members of 
Parliament are most of them, we observe, still at their posts. 
‘The men who work the hardest also work the longest. The use- 
less sprigs of fashion, who are fit for nothing but to vote, and 
play schoolboy pranks behind the Speaker's chair, are always the 
first to decamp. 

The House of Lords has been principally occupied with dis- 
cussing the clauses of the Slavery bill; which has been carried 
through the Committee with few and unimportant amendments, 
and will finally pass next week. Several efforts were made by the 
Duke of WELLiNGron to render the bill more conformable to his 
wise notions; but they all proved abortive, and seldom received 
the support of more than fifteen or sixteen of that section of the 
Peerage which forms his personal staff. It would be difficult to 
select any quantity of discussion more thoroughly impregnated 
with dulness, than that which the Daily Papers have so faithfully 
reported to have passed within the walls of their Lordships’ House 
in the course of the past week. The Duke of CumpxerLAnp one 
evening attacked Lord Broveuam for styling him “ illustrious by 
courtesy ;” and the Marquis of Satisnury was also affronted by 
the same noble Lord's loud talking, and disorderly conduct on the 
woolsack. Neither of these rencontres, however, were enlivened 
by wit or smartness, and only proved that their Lordships were 
quarrelsome as well as dull. 

The third reading of the Bank Charter Bill, which was fixed 
first for Tuesday, then for Wednesday, and finally for Friday, has 
been again put off. Last night, Lord Atruorp gave an inaudible 
reply to a question regarding the day when it really might be 
expected tocome on. It is not improbable that it may be post- 
poned till next session after all. 

The East India Bill was read a third time last night in the 
House of Lords. It will probably pass on Monday next; when 
the public are to be enlightened by Lord ELLeNBoroven's last 
words upon the subject. : 

On Wednesday, the bill for the reform of the Scotch Burghs 
was read a second time in the House of Lords. Lord Brovcuam, 
who undertakes the management of the bill, certainly did not ex- 
aggerate the iniquities which it is intended to sweep away:: in 
fact, he did not make the most of a very strong case. As for the 
measure itself, it cannot by any means be deemed a perfect one; 
its sole merit consists in pulling down—it is extremely deficient 
in the means of reconstruction. In future sessions it will doubt- 
less be amended in this respect ; and in the meantime, we heartily 
congratulate our Northern friends upon the approaching downfal 
of the principle of self-election, the reign of which has so long 
been a curse and disgrace to the land. ; 
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Mr. Buamrre has introduced a bill to puta stop to about five 
| thousand suits, which those clearsighted men the Clergy ef Eng- 
land have instituted for the recovery of tithes. It seems that, 
in consequence of a bill brought into Parliament by the late Lord 
TENTERDEN, the doctrine that nullum tempus occurrit ecclesia is 
done away with, and a limit of sixty years is established, beyond 
which it is unnecessary to go in ordér to. establish a modus, or 
prove the right to exemption from being tithed. Unluckily, how- 
ever, this bill did not come into operation till the 15th August 
1833; and within the last fortnight, thousands of actions Have 
been commenced for the recovery of tithes which have not been 
paid for more than sixty years. Sir Joun Campnety and Lord 
A.rHorP might well call this infatuated conduet on the part of 
the Clergy, and such as must endanger the very existence of the 
Church. In mercy to these misguided men, it is to be hoped that 
Mr. Buamire’s bill will be pushed through the Parliament with- 
out delay. 

We regret to see that Sir Joun Campsext has been obliged to 
withdraw his bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. He promises, 
however, that next session he will reintroduce it, with such altera- 
tions as will facilitate its passing intoa law. 

Mr. BucKINGHAM’'s motion to get rid of the practice of im- 
pressment for the Navy, was negatived, on Thursday, by a slender 
majority—the numbers being 59 to 54. {it was strenaously op- 
posed by Sir James Granam, Captain Exxiorr, and Lord At- 
THORP,—that is to say, by the whole force of the Government. 
Such, however, is the abhorrence in which the practice is held, 





that the motion was all but carried,—very much to the chagrin, 
we have no doubt, of the First Lord of the Admiralty ; who spoke 
in reply to Mr. BucxineHam with the seif-satisfaction of a 
man who feels certain of being backed by a large majority, ‘Sir 


| JAMEs was peculiarly unfortunate in his opening remarks, where- 
from their duty, and disregard of their often-repeated pledges to | 


‘be assiduous and untiring in their attendance at the House of | 


in he sneered at Mr. BuckineHam for making a long speech, 
and reprimanded him for bringing forward such a motion so late 
in the session as the 15th day of August. Although in the matter 
of speechmaking he promised to follow Mr. BuckiNGHAwm's pre- 
cept and avoid his example, still he appears to have made (in re- 
porters’ measure) the longer speech of the two; and it turns out 
that the motion, which has stood in the Order-book for several 
months, had been postponed three times at the request of Minise 
ters—twice at the urgent solicitation of Sir James Granam 
himself. 

This is the policy of Ministers—and a most contemptible policy 
it is. They humbly entreat members to put off disagreeable mo- 
tions, or use every effort to prevent attendance and procure the 
“counting out” of the House, and then, forsooth, have the assu- 
rance to charge them with bringing forward questions at “a late 
period of the session,” as if it were a misdemeanour,—every man 
who hears them being all the while perfectly aware that the delay 
is the result of Ministerial trickery. 

The efforts of the Prussian Government to prevent the admis- 
sion of British manufactures into Germany, formed the subject 
of a discussion in the House of Commons on Thursday. It has 
been well known for some time past, that Prussia has been play- 
ing a deep, but, as we doubt not it will turn out to be, a losing 
game in commercial politics. The Continental system of Napo- 
LEON fell to pieces, and so will hers. To buy and sell at the 
best markets, is what traders will accomplish by fair means ‘or 
foul. The only parties whom the proposed new Dressien system 
will not injure more or less, are the smugglers. Those active and 
enterprising gentlemen will thrive at our mutual expense. In 
the meanwhile, as we prohibit the importation of Prussian corn 
and timber, except under enormous duties, it is unreasonable to 
complain of their refusal to purchase our hardware and woollens, 





Don Prpro, who left Oporto on the 26th July, arrived at Lis- 
bon on the forenoon of the 28th. The British ships in the Tagus 
joined the Portuguese vessels and forts in firing a royal salute, 


Lisbon was illuminated; and Pgpro was unusuall 
especially to Admiral Napier, on whom he bestowed numerous 
marks of attention. The Dukes of PALMELLA and TEeRcEtRA also 
had reason to be well satisfied with their reception. So far all 
was well; but we find it stated in the Globe of last night, that 
Pepro has appointed Xavier Canp1po his Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. Now this man is said to be disposed to gratify his mas- 
ter's inclinations for wreaking vengeance on his opponents, or in 
other words, for getting up a reaction, instead of granting a gene- 
ral amnesty, which is the policy advocated by Patmeia. . But 
neither PatmgeLia nor TERCEIRA have been appointed to any of- 
fice ; and it is to be feared that Pepro will be a most troublesome 
person to manage: the necessity for removin ‘ i 
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The report of Marshal Bourmont’s resigfation of the com- 
mand of the Miguelite army turns out to be incorreet. He was 
stil), at the date of the last accounts, besieging Oporto with con- 
siderable vigour; and another assault upon the city was daily ex- 
pected. Capavat, atthe head of three or four thousand Police, 
and General MoLEeLLos, who commanded about fifteen hundred 
troops, still remained faithful to MieurL. Negotiations for the 
surrender of the latter had been opened without success. 

The most important intelligence, however, relative to the affairs 
of Portugal, was communicated by the Courter of Thursday,— 
namely, that despatches were transmitted a few days ago from the 
Foreign Office, containing credentials to Lord Writ1am Rus- 
_ ELL, to act as Minister of Great Britain at the court of Donna 
Maria. This proceeding may fairly he expected to have great 
effect in winning over the wavering to the side of the Queen; and 
if France follows out example, as it may reasonably be supposed 
that she will do without delay, the Miguelite party is almost cer- 
tain to desert their leader, who is not a man to retain friends in 
adversity. 

A correspondence has been discovered at Lisbon between the 
Marchioness JurRAMENHA, a Miguelite intrigante, and certain 
noble supporters of the same cause in London, in which some 
curious disclosures are made. It is also hinted in the Globe of 
Jast night, that the Minister of a neutral Foreign Power in Lon- 
don has been among the most active partisans in the same cause. 
The Spanish Minister is clearly the party alluded to. 


4 





The King of Spain is said to be so ill, that his chief physician 
4s anxious to publish bulletins of his state of health. This, how- 
ever, the Minister, Zea BermupEz, will not permit, and his Ma- 
jesty is officially reported to be. “excellent well.” It is clear, 

wever, that the Liberals are in better spirits, and again look for- 
ward to the Regency of the Queen. 

Some efforts at internal improvement have been recently made 
by the Spanish Government, as we learn by the following passages 
in the Madrid correspondence of the Times. We trust that they 
are only the precursors of more extended amelioration. 

** Juntas for charitable purposes have been formed in the principal towns of 
the kingdom. Their object is to root out habits of mendicity. Dhiligences and 
Gnns have been established on a great number of roads, which, owing to the 
want of them, have hitherto been almost impracticable. Periodical publications, 
ander the name of Official Bulletins; have been established in almost every 
city, and in places where, perhaps, no newspaper of any kind had ever before 
appeared.” , 


Several of the Swiss Cantons, but especially those of Basle and 
Schwytz, have lately been in a very disturbed state, in consequetice 
of the resistance made by the aristocratic party to the new order 
of things, introduced by the friends of Liberal Government since 
the French Revolution of 1830. The Federal Diet, howéver, have 
acted with vigour; and the malecontents, who, as there is good 
reason to suppose, have been encouraged by Prussia and Austria, 
are completely put down for the present. It is said that the 
French Government had signified very distinctly to the despotic 
Cabinets, that no interference on their part in Swiss affairs would 
be tolerated. Thus backed, the Liberal party was enabled to 
erush their opponents with ease. 


By a late arrival from Mexico, accounts have been received of 
@ treacherous attempt to produce a fresh revolution, by the seizure 
of the President, Sanra Anna, in the beginning of June last. 
This plot was formed by the leaders of the old bigoted Spanish 
party, who inveigled Santa Anna into a conference; when they 
took him prisoner, and closely confined him, at a plantation near 
Cuantla. He soon contrived to make his escape; and thus the 
conspirators were defeated. 





If any doubt existed as to the encouragement given by the Conserva- 
tives of this country and the despotic Powers of the Continent to the 
Miguelite party in Portugal, it would be removed by the publication of 
some intercepted correspondence of Senhor Saraiva, the Usurper’s 
agent in London, with the Duke pE Capavat and the Viscount DE 
SanraremM. The Times of this morning contains three letters written 
by Saraiva, in which he mentions, without reserve, the interviews of 
, aeyoeda with Viscount Beresrorp and the Spanish Minister. 
‘The Duke of WELLINGTON is also represented as being most happy to 
hear of the Marshal’s expedition to Portugal. The Ministers of the 
three Powers declared that they considered him as the champion of 
Legitimacy all over the world, and attached immense importance to his 
success. After the defeat of the Miguelite squadron, Saratva says 
that he had conversed with the Ministers of the three Powers, and they 
all were very angry that it should have sailed before the Lord of the 
Isles and the United Kingdom had arrived with fresh supplies. The 
defence of Lisbon is stated to be all-important ; for the moment that 
the enemy possess themselves of it, he declares that there would be 
mothing more to hope for, as England would at once recognize the 
Queen. 

‘ EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LISBON. 

“* The Emperor is very popular, and is altogether a changed man! He is 
‘OW all courtesy to the English and French, who were previously treated with 
@isdain. As'to the Portuguese mob, he affects to honour them exceedingly, and 

ows money among them profusely, It is evident that he is determined to 
bold the Regency, and is preparing himself for the appel nominel, should that 
... PaLMELLA pretends to second his views; but every- 

“it was settled by Patmersron and Brocatie, that if 
of, PALMELLA was either to be one of the Regents 






or Prime Minister under a Regent Infanta. Carvannoand SALpanna have de- 
#lared that they will never allow the Charter to be violated by Pepro; but then, 








they are hostile to Parmexia, and would rather see Pepro Regent than Pat- 
MELLA in the possession of supreme power, with the nominal Regency of one of 
the Infantas. P£pro has promised to summon the Cortes immediately. The 
first thing they will do, will be to confirm him as Regent ; for how can they put 
him down whom the army and the people of Lisbon have set up? It is true, 
the Charter declares him ineligible; but one of the articles of that Charter 
states that the Cortes might amend it in five years’ time. When these five 
years were mentioned, it was of course supposed that it would be in opera- 
tion so long; but the lawyers will get over this, by taking the letter of the 
law, and Pepro will, if he pleases (and who doubts his inclination?) be the 
same as King. Despatches have been sent to M. pz Lima, commanding him to 
set his face against any proposal for displacing Prpro. Should the Ex- 
Emperor, however, retain the Regency, it will not be by force. He is now 
so popular, that he is called the honourable Cavalier, &c. and will be more so 
if he proceed as he has begun. 





MONEY MARKET. 
Stock Excuanor, Fr1pAY AFTERNOON, 

The Money Market has been in a quiescent state during the last week : the ten. 
dency has been upwards, but scarcely any fluctuations of note have occurred. 
The discussion among the Proprietors of the Bank of England has lost all 
its interest; and the only result of their recent complaints has been an in- 
crease in the value of Bank Stock. 

Consols for Account have been at 894, and close to-day at 89}. The fluc- 
— in the other descriptions of Stock have been on a comparatively small 
scale. 

In the Foreign Market, the business, though extensive, has not produced 
much variation in prices. Dutch and Belgian Stocks have been in pretty fair 
demand, as have most of the securities which continue to pay dividends. “Por- 
tuguese Bonds and Regency Scrip have fluctuated considerably; the extreme 
paren of the same day having been frequently 2 per cent. asunder. Nothing 
decisive is yet known as to the ultimate result of the contest in Portugal, but the 
speculators are still sanguine of their anticipations of final success ; interest at a 
rate higher than 30 per cent. per annum having been paid to-day (which has 
— settling day) to carry over speculations in Portuguese and Spanish 
Stock. 

Mexican Bonds, which were on Tuesday at 43}, fell on the following day to 
384, and have since reached to 42, closing this afternoon at 41. The recent 
accounts from Vera Cruz are very gloomy, and all anticipate civil disturbance 
and commotion ; but their effect has been counteracted by the state of the Stock 
ey here, in which the number of speculative sales has caused a scarcity of 
Stock. 

The last accounts from the Del Monte Mines are of the most flattering de- 
scription: according to them, in one mine alone, ore, of the estimated value of 
twenty millions of dollars (four millions sterling) has been discovered. The 
price of the Shares has consequently risen; they are at to-day at 63. Upon 
the truth of this report we cannot pretend to decide: we sincerely wish the 
hopes of the Shareholders may be realized, and that their success may in some 
degree compensate at last the ruin and misery that have been produced by South 
American mining enterprises. 

Saturpay, TWELvE 0’cLock, 

The English Stock Market has been in a state of inactivity. Consols for 
Money are 89 3; the price for Account is 894 ; which is strictly nominal, as no 
price is quoted in the official list published at the Stock Exchange. Iu the 
Foreign Market, prices generally are as yesterday. Real del Monte Shares are 
still higher—viz. 71/. per share. The Rio Doce shares have made their ap- 
pearance in the market, and are as high as 2 prem. 

Sarurpay, Four o'Croc«. 

The English Stock Market has been nearly deserted during the afternoon. 
Consols for Account ‘close at 894. The business in the other descriptions of 
Stock has been very confined, and the prices consequently nearly vominal. In 
the Foreign Market, Dutch Bonds are at higher quotations than in the morn- 
ing. The attention of the dealers has, however, been principally directed to 
the Mining Shares: Real del Monte have been as low as 64, but have since 
rallied, and close at 68 69; and Rio Doce Shares are | premium. 

3 per Cent. Consols .. 89 Belgian 5 per Cents, 76477] Mexican 6 per Cents. 414 
Ditto for Account... 89 | Braziliandp. Cts. 71472) Portuguese dp. Cts. 884 
New 34 p. Cent. Ann. 96 4] Damsh 3 per Cents.. 74454] Do. RegeucySc. 5p.Ct.234¢24 
Bank Stock .»....+.. 210 | Datch 2¢ per Cents. 514 @] Prussian(1si8)dp.Ct. —— 
India Stock ........+ 2454 | French 3 per Cents. —— | Russ. aval et 1064 
Exchequer Bills..... 44 45| Greek (1825) 5 p.Cts. —— | Spanish(1821) 5 p.Ct. 23g 4 








Bebates and Broceevings in Parliament. 

1. Bank Cuarter Britt. The report on this bill was brought up 
from the Committee on Monday, by Mr. Bernat. 

Mr. G. W. Woop moved that the legal tender clause be struck out ; 
but after some conversation,in which Mr. Hume, Sir H. WrLLoucnusy, 
Mr. Mark Pui.uies, and Alderman THompson took part, the motion 
was negatived. 

Lord ALTHORP moved an additional clause, to the effect that all ills 
of exchange, bank-post bills, arid promissory notes issued from the 
Brauch Banks of the Bank of England out of London, should be 
payable only at at the places from which they should be issued. 

This clause was agreed to and the report was then received. 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time on Tuesday. On that 
day, however, it was postponed to Wednesday, and again to Friday, on 
the motion of Lord ALTHoRP. 

On Friday, Mr. Herries asked Lord Althorp whether it was his 
intention to proceed this session with the bill; and if so, when he in- 
tended to take the next stage of it? 

Lord A1.rHorp’s reply seems to have been rather doubtful. 
it thus reported in the Times. 

“We were told that his Lordship replied, that he intended to proceed with that 
bill this session ; but we did not hear that remark ourselves. He wished to finish 
the Estimates before he took any other question, in order that no time might be 
lost in bringing in the Appropriation Bill. We understood him to decline giving 
any further answer to these questions.” 

2. East Inpia Bits. On Wednesday, the third reading of this 
bill in the House of Lords was postponed till Friday, in order to give 
the East India proprietors an opportunity of expressing their approval 
of it. On Friday, it was read a third time ; but its final passage was 
postponed till Monday, at the request of Lord ELLENBoRroveH, al- 
though the assent of the proprietors had been obtained. ‘Vhis further 
delay was very reluctantly acceded to by the Marquis of Lanspowne. 


3 CuHina Trave Bits. Inthe House of Commons on Monday, 
this bill was read a third time, and on the motion of Mr. 
Cuar_és Grant. It was carried up to the Lords on Tuesday, and 
read a first’ time ; to be teadra second time on Friday. 


But on Friday, on the motion of Lord AuckLanp, the order for the 
‘ or cad 4 
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second reading was discharged, and the bill was referred to a. Select 


Committee, Lord Auckland stated it to be his intention, in that 
Committee, to move an amendment to a clause in the hill, which 
he was surprised should have passed the House of Commons, as 
it conferred upon the King the power of appointing an unlimited num- 
ber of officers at unlimited salaries. ‘This objectionable clause was 
pointed out by Lord ELLENBonovcH. 


4. Sravery Birt, ‘The Duke of WELLINGTON, on Monday, pre- 
sented a petition from certain annuitants on West India property re- 
siding at Bristol, praying to be heard by counsel against the Slavery 
Bill. He moved that the prayer of the petition be acceded: to. 

The Earl of Rrron and Lord Surrretp opposed the motion ; which 
would only create unnecessary delay. The Duke of Wr.iineTon, 
Lord Wynrorp, and the Barl of Rossiyn, strongly urged, that, in 
common justice the petitioners, whose property was so seriously 
affected by the measure, had at all events. a right to be heard in opposi- 
tion to it. 

The motion, however, was negatived without a division. 

The Earl of Riron then moved that the Slavery Bill be read a 
second time. 

The Earl of Bretmore asked, whether this important bill was to be 
submitted to their Lordships without a single observation ? 

The Earl of Ripon saw no necessity for opening up a discussion on 
this measure ; for it had been sufficiently debated when the resolutions 
on which it was founded were agreed, to, 

The Duke of Wettineron contended, that the bill was materially 
different from that which the resolutions gave reason to anticipate. 
He considered the conduet of Ministers as highly disrespectful to the 
House. 

Earl Grey reiterated Lord Ripon’s arguments; and maintained, 
that the conduct of Ministers was according to. precedent. 

Lord CotvitLe and the Earl of BeLtMore argued against the bill. 
They maintained it was impracticable, especially that part of it which 
related to the apprenticeships. With respect to a successful rebellion 
of the Negroes, Lord Belmore said, that the supposition was a mon- 
strous absurdity ; for it was well known that a people more imbecile 
and helpless than the Negro slaves never exist ; 

Lord Surrte.p objected to many part of the bill; and said that he 
should propose some amendments in Committee, but would support 
the second reading. _ 

The Earl of Riron spoke in defence of the plan; and contended 
that there was no reason to fear that the apprentices and free Blacks 
would refuse to work for their own maintenance. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON admitted, that a settlement of the ques- 
tion on some terms or other, had become necessary ; but thought Mi- 
nisters had gone about it with little judgment. The apprenticeship 
part of the plan he particularly objected te. He was confident that it 
never would work, if the power of punishment were taken out of the 
hands of the master. 

In this country, masters possessed the power of inflicting punishment on their 
apprentices, as well as dismissing them from their service; but the masters in 
the West Indies were not to be allowed either to punish or dismiss their ap- 
prentices, though they might be perfectly useless and unable to do any work. 
The number of stipendiary magistrates pyoposed to be sent out for the whole of 
the Colonies was one hundred: but he was sure that that number would not be 
found sufficient even for the Island of Jamaica alone. 

The bill was moreover a direct infraction of the acts 18th and 52d 
George III. ; which not only relinquished, on the part of the Imperial 
Parliament, the right to tax the Celonies, but also secured to the Co- 
lonial Legislatures the right to legislate exclusively for the internal af- 
fairs of the Colonies. 

Lord Brovcuam defended the bill. 

With respect to the Duke of Wellington’s remarks as to the improbability of 
free Negroes working, if it were the nature of the Negro, under existing cir- 
cumstances, to find a delight in cultivating his ground, after his day’s work for 
his master, surely he wait not so alter his nature as to refuse voluntary work 
when this new arrangement came into operation. The Duke had taken objec- 
tion-to the apprenticeship clause; but power was given to the Local Legisla- 
tures to enact regulations for the government of apprentices; and it was better 
left to the Loeal Legislatures to provide for the details, which required local 
knowledge. With respect to the change of plan between the resolutions and 
the bill, although he denied that there was any real discrepaney between the re- 

solutions and the bill, but between the statements that accompanied the resolu- 
tions and the plan in the bill, the change was effected by the House of Com- 
mons, who thought it expedient to i the term of twelve years to seven, 
when they were increasing the amount of the gift from 15,000,000/. to 
20,000,000. If they had reduced it to five years, he should not have broken 
his heart, either on account of the masters, the Parliament, or himself, To 
suppose that the apprenticeship would last seven years, was out of all reason. 
He did not think it would last five. The first persons to desire an alteration 
ee Local Legislatures, who would reduge the seven years to a shorter 
period. 

It was said, that owing to the diminished production of sugar, which 
would be one of the results of this bill, the revenue would suffer— 

But we were obliged at present, in order to keep out East India sugar, to give 
a protecting duty to West India sugar. We had only, therefore, to let in East 
India sugar, and the damage would be repaired; we should raise.a revenue of 
9,000,0002. from West India sugar, and 3,000,000/, from East India. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would care no more whether the revenue came 
from East India or West India sugar, than ancient Tyre did as to the source 
fram. whence her wealth came. 

Objections had also been taken to the licensing of sectarian preach- 
ers who were charged with fomenting disturbances among the Negroes : 
now he had read all the evidence on this subject, and had not met with 
one tittle to prove that charge. 

If he was asked for a.reason why sectarian preachers should be permitted, he 
answered, that the only chance, the onl pout ility of teaching the slaves, was 


to be found in the zeal‘and congenial habits of .those sectarian preachers. Send 
aman from Oxford or Cambridge to a Colonial parish—why, they might as well 
be sent toe workshop-in Birmingham. or a -spinni fi at Man- 





chester ; they would be just as fit for-one/as for the other. It was from the zeal 
and habits of these sectaries: that we were to look for a progress inthis great 


more than a quarter of a century, it was no little gratification. to:him, 
and no little consolation for many disappointments and. disquietades, 
to have lived to see this great and good work brought so near to a.cen- 
summation. 

Lord Wynrodp and Earl St. Vincent, the latter of whom saidihe 
had that day travelled a hundred and fifty miles in order to, be present 

at that discussion, strongly opposed the measure. 

After a few words from Lord Crirrorp, the bill was read a second 

time, without a division, 

The House went into Committee on the bill, on Wednesday. 

On the first clause being read, which provides, 

‘«¢ That all persons who, on the Ist of June 1854, shall have been registered,as 

slaves, and shal] appear on the registry to be six years old or upwards, shal, 

from that day, become apprenticed labourers,” 

The Duke of WeLimeton, after remarking upon the numerous im- 

portant alterations which had been made in the bill since its first intre- 

duction, moved an amendment. 

That the commencement of the apprenticeship should not take till the bst.of 
January 1835, and that it should not continue after the Ist of January 1840; 
instead of commencing on the Ist of June 1834, and terminating on the lstof 
June 1840. 

This would give an apprenticeship of five, instead of six years. 

Lord BrovcuamM opposed the amendment. 

After a few words from Lords Ripon, Wynrorp, St. VINCENT, apd 
Surrietp, the Duke of WELLINGTON withdrew it, and the clause, was 
agreed to. 

Clause 2d was agreed to, 

Clause 3d was thenread. It provides, 

“ That all slaves brought at any time previously to the passing of the act, 
with the consent of their possessors, into the United Kingdom, and all appram- 
ticed labourers hereafter with the like consent brought, should, after the passing 
of the act, be free.” 

The Duke of Weturcron feared the clause would have a retro- 
spective effect, He therefore moved an amendment, providing that it 
should apply to such persons only as were in England, or the free 
British dominions, with consent of their owners at the time of, or after 
the passing of the act. 

Lord BrovcuaM approved of the clause as it stood, 

The object of the clause was to make the Black, from the moment he arrivedjon 
the shores of this country, a free man in all respects—to make him eligible te 
sit in Parliament, either in this House or in any other. It was. to give tothe 
man of colour as clear a right (if it should be his Majesty’s pleasure to give him 
a title to a seat) to sit in that House as either of the illustrious Dukes, whether 
the noble duke ( Wellington) who was illustrious by his deeds, or the ilustrigus 
Duke (Cumberland), who was so by the courtesy of the house. 

The Duke of CumBERLAND rose to order. He had said nothing»te 
warrant such an attack upon him. 

Lord BroucuamM—* The illustrious Duke is entirely out of order 
in calling me to order.” 

The Duke of CumperLanp—* Not at all.” 

Lord BroucuamM—“ The illustrious Duke is entirely out of order.” 

The Duke of Cumpertanp had never said a word that could war- 
rant this attack upon him, 

Lord Brovcuam said, the Duke of Cumberland was again out of 
order, in interrupting him. What he said was, that a Negro, if a fee 
subject of the King, had as good a right to sit in that House, if created 
a Peer, or in the other House, if elected, as Lord Wynford, or the il- 
lustrious Duke, or any other noble Duke could have. 

The Duke of Wellington’s amendment was rejected, on a division, 
by 23 to 12. 

The other clauses, to the 21st inclusive, passed, after a brief disqus- 


sion. 

On the 22d clause being read, 

The Earl of Rivon moved to add a proviso to it, in order to prevent 
Negro apprentices from having arms, or serving in the Militia. 

The Duke of Wettincron, Earl St. Vincent, and Lord Wynrornp 
objected to the clause altogether, and divided the House upon the ques- 
tion that it stand part of the bill: for the clause, 31; against it, 11; 
majority, 20. 

The House then adjourned. 

Their Lordships resumed the consideration of this bill;in Committee, 
on Thursday. 

The clauses, from 24th to 32d, were agreed to after some brief dis- 
cussion. 

On the 33d clause being read, 

The Duke of WeELLINGTON proposed to expunge it, and several 
clauses relative to the mode in which the twenty millions should be ap- 
portioned among the slave holders of the different colonies; and to in- 
sert instead thereof, two other clauses, which would establish a differ- 
ent method of apportionment. 

Lord Wynrorp, Lord ELLenzorovucn, and Lord St. Vincent, sup- 
ported the amendment; but it was opposed by Lords Rrron and 
Broveuaw, and finally withdrawn. 

The clauses from 33d to 54th were then passed. 

On the 55th clause being read, 

The Marquis of Sa.tissury made some observations ; in the midst 
of which he stopped to ask what Lord Brougham was saying in so loud 
atone? He wished it might be repeated to the House. 

Lord Broucuam said, with warmth, that it was not usual to ask 
what one noble Lord said to another. 

The Marquis of SaLisgury said, that he thought the observation was 
addressed to him. 

Lord Broveuam replied, that it was an observation made to himself 
by Lord Ripen. , 

Lord Ripon said, he had merely remarked that he did not: underetand 
the Marquis of Salisbury’s objection. 

The Marquis of Sarissury remarked, that Lord Brougham, whose 
duty it was to keep order, was not always orderly himself. 

The clause was then agreed to, as were also the five following. 





Lord Brougham. concluded with saying, that after the exertions of 


The Duke of WeLtincton moved to strike out the Glst clause, 
which relates to the assembling for religious worship. in the Colenies. 
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The House divided on this motion; which was rejected by 81 to 15. 
The remainder of the clauses were then agreed to, and the report 
was ordered to be taken into consideration on Monday next. 


5. Sucar Rerining Brit. On Tuesday, this bill went through 
the Committee of the House of Lords. On Wednesday, the report 
having been received, it was read a third time and passed. 


6. Scorcu Roya Burcus Bitt. Lord Brovcuam moved the se- 
cond reading of the billon Tuesday. He detailed at some length the his- 
tory and constitution of the Scotch Burghs, as far as it is known, in 
early times. It appeared that, previously to the year 1469, the Bur- 
gesses at large elected from year to year a Council, which Council 
elected their Magistrates, including the Provost and the Bailies; but 
in 1469, the Legislature of Scotland thought fit to make a material alte- 
ration in their constitution. 

An act was passed, the preamble of which stated,—that ‘in consequence of 
the great contentions which had arisen out of the election of officers in burghs, 
—— the multitude and clamour of the commons, simple persons, they ought 
henceforward to be excluded from the election.” The enacting part of ‘the act 
was as clear and simple as the preamble ; it was to the following effect-—“ It is 
thought expedient that the Old Council should ghoose the New, and the New 
and Old Council together should choose all the officers, and ilk craft (that 
meant, every different trade in each corporate burgh) should choose a person 
who should have a vote in the election of its officers.” It appeared from this 
act, that the different Incorporated trades, such as Butchers, Weavers, and 
Goldsmiths, had the right reserved them of choosing one representative, who 
went os the title of Deacon; but in the course of time, a kind of compromise 
took place between certain Trades and the Council, the consequence of which 
was asort of mixed election, the Council and the Trades uniting in the choice 
of the Council Deacons. 

This was the general condition of the burghs of Scotland; but 
there were about twenty-four which were differently situated. For 
mstance, 

In Edinburgh, the Council consisted of thirty-three members, including the Pro- 
vost, four Bailies, Dean of Guild, who was the representative of the body of general 
merchants, and eight Council Deacons, who were the representatives of the diffe- 
rent crafts. Setting aside these eight Deacons, there remained twenty-five members 
of Council, who, ever since the year 1469, had been absolutely and exclusively 
chosen by themselves. But now stood the case with respect to these eight Dea- 
cons? It was true that their election had something more of the appearance of 
freedom, but was it in reality more free than that of the other members of the 
Council? The whole of the different Trades in Edinburgh elected fourteen 
Deacons, and in this election the Council did not interfere. But eight of these 
Deacons were Council Deacons; and therefore, if the act of 1469 was applied 
to the matter, the Trades would not have the power of electing one of them, be- 
cause the first part of that act gave the Council the power of self-election. It 
appeared to have been a matter of doubt at first, whether the Council did not 
possess as absolute a right to elect the Deacons as the other members of Coun- 
cil ; but in process of time, as he had already stated, it happened that the Coun- 
cil and Trades shared in the election. The present custom was, when the time 
of election for the Deacons arrived, that the Council sent down a list of six 
persons to each Trade, which that Trade was permitted to reduce to three ; and 
that list of three was sent back to the Council, who then elected one, so that 
pe present practice did not materially interfere with the spirit of the act 
of 1469. 


Fhis was the state of twenty-four burghs, including Edinburgh and 
Glasgow ; but there were eleven in which the Council, Magistrates, 
Dean of Guild, and the Deacons, were all self-elected ; and there were 
twenty-five others still lower in the scale of political existence, in which 
not the least semblance of a mixed election was seen. These had nei- 
ther Dean of Guild nor Deacons. 

But it so happened, that as nature had established a gradation in the scale of 
beings, from the highest to the lowest—from man down to the polypus which 
grew on the rock, scarcely less inanimate than the rock itself—so in the inven- 
tions of art nature had to a certain extent been imitated, and an infinite grada- 
tion was to be discovered in the scale of political existence. Imperfect as was 
the condition of these twenty-four burghs, there were four other burghs which 
showed even still less signs of political animation, in which there were not only 
no Dean of Guild, no Deacons of craft, but not even burgesses; yet the Councils 
in these burghs elected themselves, and exercised all the powers and performed 
all the functions which belonged to the Council of the most perfect burgh—he 
meant Edinburgh—-if he might be permitted to talk of perfection where all was 
imperfection. Compared with the best of Scotch burghs, the worst of the 
English boroughs (every one of which, however, he did not hesitate to say ought 
to be unsparingly visited by reform) might be held up as prodigies of purity and 
freedom. 

He then showed, that in consequence of this system of self-election 
the public funds were squandered, or were applied to the purposes of 
jobbing. In order to remedy these abuses, the bill proposed that the 
elective constituency for officers in the burghs should be the same 
as that for members of Parliament, the qualification being the 101. 
franchise. 

He had ever felt that the admission of freemen and free Burgesses, without 
reference to household qualification, was the most objectionable part of the Re- 
ferm Bill, and therefore should lament if it was extended to the present mea- 
sure. Fortunately, however, 3,000 out of 5,000 0f the Burgesses, which the 
bill would admit, would be 10/. householders; indeed, in Edinburgh the pro- 
portion would be as six out of seven, or seven out of eight; though in some 
places the free Burgesses would exceed the householders in the proportion of 650 
to 150 102. householders. 

The people of Scotland took a deep interest in the success of this 
measure, and he trusted that their hopes would not be frustrated. 

The Earl of Rosstyn admitted that the system of self-election 
must be put an end to; but wished to restore the ancient free consti- 
tution of the burghs, by restoring the Burgesses to their ancient rights, 
instead of conferring the burgh franchise on the 10/. constituency. 

The Earl of HapptncTon also said, that he could not now stand up 
for the principle of self-election, since Parliamentary Reform had been 
conceded; but he considered the measure a very dangerous one. In 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, the Town-Councils, among other privileges, 
enjoyed the power of electing Ministers to the Established Churches 
and Professors of the Universities. 

There was some risk, therefore, that both the Church and the University 
might be damaged by the proposed change ; for it was evident that popular feel- 
ing and excitement were not always the best qualifications to enable an indivi- 
dual to pronounce on the merits of a Professor or a Minister. The Magis- 
tracy, the Incorporated Trades, and the Burgesses, were all loud in their com- 
Bap in the dark is bill. The Scotch were a people that did not like to take a 
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_ He concluded by moving an amendment, that the bill be read a second 
time that day six months. 


The Marquis of Bure supported the amendment. 

Lord Brovenao replied. 

The bill was then read a second time, without a division. 

[The number of Peers present during this discussion was about 
SIXTEEN. | 


On Friday, it went through the Committee, and the report was 
ordered to be received on Monday. 


7. Scotcnw Burcus Brit. This bill also (a pendant of the pre- 
ceding) was read a second time in the House of Lords on Tuesday: 
it went through the Committee on Friday, and the report is ordered 
to be received on Monday. 


8. CHurcH PatronacE in Scortanp. Mr. Wattacr, at the 
morning sitting on Thursday, presented a petition from Sir W T. 
Elliott, complaining of the appointment of Mr. Ewing to the living of 
Ogdar in Roxburghshire ; although his opponent, Mr. Scott, had been 
supported by 72 out of 100 inhabitants of the parish. The petitioner 
said, that the appointment had been obtained for Mr. Ewing by Cap- 
tain Elliott, to reward him for his exertions at the last election. 


Captain E.tiorr warmly denied this imputation. Mr. Ewing had 
the support of six out of nine heritors in the parish; so that the balance 
of property, though not of numbers, was in his favour. He was sorry 
so trivial a matter should have occupied the attention of Parliament. 


Mr. Hume said the matter was not trivial; and contended that the 
wishes of the parishioners should have been consulted in the choice of 
their clergyman. 


Mr. Watuace replied: and the petition was laid on the table. 


9. SEPARATISTS AFFIRMATION Britt. On the motion of Lord 
Gosroprp, this bill went through a Committee of the Lords on Tues- 
day. On Wednesday the report was received. 


* 10. IntsH Titue Birt. Mr. Lirrteron moved the Order of the 
Day, on Monday, for the second reading of this bill. 


Mr. Wi.ks wished to have some correct estimates before the House, 
before voting away so large a sum asa million to pay the Irish tithes. 

Mr. Warsurton said, 

There were two points in which this grant was to be looked at,—first, one of 
regret that a sum of this amount was to be screwed out of the pockets of the 

eople; and next, of satisfaction that the people of England must now see, that 
if the Government would force a religious establishment upon the majority of 
the people of Ireland, they, the English people, would have to pay for it. We 
had before to pay for this Establishment directly and indirectly ; but the mea- 
sure now before the House asked for direct payment from this country ; and for 
his own part, in order to spare the shedding of blood, if the Establishment were 
to be kept up at all, he seheted the direct mode of paying ; but he hoped the 
people of England would consider well that this was the effect of continuing to 
force a religion upon a people which they did not like. 

Mr. LittLeTon hoped that, as the question was only whether the 
Order of the Day should be read, there would be no discussion on that 
point. Though the sum asked for was a million, he hoped that he 
should be able to convince the House that only about half that sum 
would really be wanted. 

Mr. Hume objected even to allowing the Order of the Day to be 
read. The proposition which the bill involved was most monstrous. 

A grant of 1,000,000/.—for he could not view it in any other light—was to 
be made from the pockets of the people of England, to keep + an establish 
ment which the majority of the people of Ireland did not want, but which was 
even far greater than was necessary for those for whom it was more immediately 
intended. If such a measure as this was now necessary, he would say that Mi- 
nisters ought to be impeached for their conduct in the last session, in bringing 
forward a grant of @ large sum to be paid in lieu of tithes. What had they 
done ? They stated that if that sum were advanced, and if the claims of the 
Clergy were transferred to the King and collected in his name, there could be 
no difficulty about the collection, and that the money then advanced would be 
easily repaid. The King was thus made a sort of general tithe-proctor, and to 
use the military force of the land in the collection of those transferred arrears. 
He knew, and he stated at the time, that the project would not succeed; and 
how, he would ask, had it turned out, after this advance of 100,000/.? The 
Government proceeded to the collection ; and out of the sum of 100,000/. they 
collected only 12,000/., at an expense of 28,0001. To get even that sum, they 
were obliged to increase the military force of Ireland to a considerable extent. 


If Ministers had acted independently of the Tories, they would have 
been enabled to offer a security for this million. 

If they had appropriated the revenue which would accrue from the proposed 
change with respect to the Irish Bishops to the purpose of making good any 
deficiency in the tithe, the case would be different. He should have no objec- 
tion to the bill, and he was sure the public would have no objection to it, pro- 
vided the money thus advanced were to be secured upon the property of the 
Irish Church. ' He should like to have a lien upon that property. He thought 
they ought not to advance one step until such security was given. He hoped 
that his right honourable friend would: allow twenty-four hours at least for the 
better consideration of the bill. 

Mr. Lrrrieton defended the bill. 

The House would fall into a great error if it supposed that this was only an 
advance of a sum to the Church of Ireland. The property of the lay impro- 
priators was equally attacked. But whether the property was that of the 
Church or the State, it was clearly not that of the landlords, who had unjustly 
and cruelly attacked it ; and the Yee was, whether such te + should be 
left wholly without protection. If it were, then what property could be consi- 
dered safe from attack? ‘There was now a systematic attack on: this property 
by the refusal and evasion in every possible way of paying the tithe. He had 
documents to show the extent to which the resistance to the payment had been 
made even since the passing of the Coercion Bill. From the document to which 
he referred, it appeared that since the commencement of this year up to the 
present time, there had been 310 applications to the Government of Ireland for 
military aid to enforce the collection of tithe. 

He expected that the amount actually wanted would be three or four 
hundred thousand pounds short of a million ; as the whole of the tithes 
for the present year were included in the advance ; and it was probable 
that in parishes unencumbered with arrear, & considerable portion of the 
tithe of the current year would be paid. 

In conclusion he must observe, that if this bill was not carried during the pre- 
sent session, it would become absolutely necessary that the whole powers of the 
Government should be exerted, at whatever risk of blood or life, to enforce the 
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existing laws. In such an event, which no man deprecated more than himself, 
he should not shrink from his duty. He had only to add, that if some measure 
like the present were not adopted, a servile war must rage in Ireland from the 
rising to the reassembling of Parliament. Z : , 

Mr. flarvey considered the grant a direct premium to insubordi- 
nation and resistance. It was a proposition which could never have 
been made except by aGovernment which professed to reform the Church 
by maintaining its abuses. A revenue of 1,500,000/. was provided for 
ever for a church whose communicants scarcely exceeded 500,000. 
Why did not the Irish Clergy go to their own body for relief? 

The Church had ample revenues, which might be employed on behalf of the 
more necessitous among her sons. There was a fund in this country called 
Queen Anne’s Bounty, the Trustees of which held in their hands more than 
1,500,000/. sterling. Let it not be said that the fund in question was mer ly 
applicable to a particular purpose from which it could not be diverted. It was 
not more than two sessions since an act had passed through Parliament for the 
application of 60,0001. from this fund to overawe that House with the battle- 
ments and turrets of Lambeth. The sum in question was to be repaid by the 
Bishop. Let the Irish clergy go to the same fund, and then there would be 
some chance of any advance that might be made being repaid: the Trustees 
would probably take care of that. He objected to the proposed grant of 
1,000,000/., which was to come from the pockets of an overburdened people in 
payment of the arrears of a clergy the most richly endowed and the greatest 
paupers in labour in the world. Mr. Littleton appeared to have screwed his 
courage up to the point of vindicating Christianity by depopulating mankind : 
but if he continued long in office, he would see the tithe-payers of England imi- 
tating the non. tithe- payers of Ireland, and the latter imitating and extending their 
own example by resistance to rents. (‘* Hear !””) 

Mr. O’FERRALL supported the grant; because the Protestant 
Church of Ireland was imposed on that country by England, and it 
was only fair that England, on that account, should pay for its support. 

Lord Esrtncton supported, and Mr. Warre and Mr. AcLIonry 
opposed the bill. 

Lord Attuorpe repeated several of Mr. Littleton’s arguments in fa- 
vour of the grant; and strongly maintained the necessity of paying the 
present incumbents what was due to them, whatever prospective ar- 
rangement might be made regarding the Church Establishment. 

Mr. Suaw and Sir Rozerr Inetis defended the Irish Church 
Establishment. They admitted that the principle on which the pre- 
sent grant was made was a bad one ; but considered that it was the only 
remedy which the House could apply, under the present circumstances, 
to the distressed state of the Clergy. 

Mr. Pouterr Tuomson supported the second reading of the bill, 
on the full conviction that the money would be repaid. He grounded 
his vote upon Lord Althorp’s assurance that the money should not be 


taken from the people of England without means being resorted to for | 


the collection of the debt owing to the Irish Church from those from 
whom it was due. 

Colonel Torrens and Mr. O’Reitty supported the grant. 

Sir S. WuHat.ey decidedly opposed it. 

Mr. E. J. Srantey would not vote for the grant without security 
for its repayment. 

If some easy means were not provided for the insuring the recovery of these 
advances, he would himself move the introduction of a clause into the bill, to 
the effect that the first deductions from the sale of Church lands should be 
appropriated to the repayment of the present proposed loan of one million. 

After a few words from Mr. D. Browne and Mr. P. Howarp, 

The Order of the Day for the second reading of the bill was al- 
lowed to be read. 

Mr. LirrLeron then moved that the bill be read a second time. 

Mr. Hume moved that it be read that day three months. 

Mr. Coxsett supported the amendment. 

Mr. Sergeant PERRIN would vote for the bill. 

Mr. Hatcoms rose, amidst loud cries of ‘ Question!” He re- 
gretted that, though a young and humble member, he should now be 
met, as on all former occasions, by such cries as were raised against 
him, amidst which he recognized the voice of the Member for North 
Wiltshire. 

Mr. MeruueEn rose to order. He had aright to call “ Hear, hear! ” 
to any observations which were made; and should do so unless the 
Speaker declared him to be out of order. 

Mr. Hatcoms made the remark in good humour, but Mr. Methuen’s 
yoice was perfectly familiar to him on these occasions. 

The House divided: for the second reading, 109; for the amend- 
ment, 53; Ministerial majority, 56. 


1]. IntsHh Granp Jury Brit. This bill was read a third time in 
the House of Commons on Saturday last, and passed. It was carried 
up to the House of Lords on Monday, where it was read a first time ; 
and on Thursday, on the motion of Lord Metzournr, it passed the 
second reading, and was ordered to be committed on Friday. . 

On that day, it passed through the Committee, and the report is to 
be received on Monday. 


12. Tite Prosecutions. Previously to the House going into a 
Committee of Supply on Wednesday, Mr. Bramine asked Sir John 
Campbell, whether he had any measure to propose for the purpose of 
staying the further progress of actions for tithe, until the Composition 
Act was passed; or whether it was intended to mitigate those proceed- 
ings, by allowing only two or three suits to be entered instead of two 
or three thousand,—the decision on those cases to determine all the 
rest? 

Sir Joun Campsett said, that he had heard with the greatest pain 
that the prosecutions in question were still proceeding, 

The act of Lord Tenterden, passed last session, had for its object to abolish 
the non-limitation of claims with regard to ecclesiastical property—to get rid of 
the principle that nullum tempus occurrit ecclesia. The act had originated in 
the report of the Real Property Commissioners, which he had assisted in fram- 
ing. It was never contemplated that after the passing of this act, any of those 
vexatious —— would be instituted ; but in the progress of the bill through 
the other House of Parliament, a clause was inserted to defer the operation of the 
bill for three years. He strongly opposed this clause; and-when the bill ulti- 


mately passed, it was agreed that it should come into operation on the 15th day 
The suits, therefore, now alluded to, had been entered under 
arrangement. He regretted that such had been the fact, and believed 


of August 1833. 
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that it would be for the interest of the Church to forego the prosecutions. He 
could, indeed, consider it nothing less than infatuation to institute them. 
(** Hear!) What was now to be done, he did not know: he was not autho~ 
rized to introduce any bill on the subject ; but he would recommend, that in any 
measure for the commutation of tithes which should be instituted, a clause 
should be inserted to limit the claims to such cases only where there had beenan 
absolute enjoyment for the last sixty years, and where the uti possidetis could be 
clearly established. 

Mr. Cossetr recommended the House to follow a precedent esta- 
blished in 1800. : 

There were then six hundred and two actions against the Clergy for non-resi- 
dence. At the first the Legislature did not know what to do; but afterwards, 
though it was a direct violation of the law, they passed an act to stay the pro- 
ceedings. As that had been done in favour of the Clergy, there could be no ob- 
jection now to do it in favour of the People, especially when they should be at 
the same time doing a real service to the Church. 

Mr. Warburton said, that Lord Tenterden’s act had encouraged 
parties to bring their actions. 

At the present moment, from 5,000 to 6,000 actions were entered for trial on 
tithe causes. In fact, the whole country was in a flame in consequence of these 
vexatious suits. He saw but two courses to adopt,—either to bring in a hill to 
suspend the actions; or to adopt the suggestion of the Solicitor-General with 
this qualification, that it should be ante-dated a year, so that all the Clergy 
might now recover should go for nothing. 

Mr. Hume said, it was important that Lord Althorp should know, 
that a meeting of certain Bishops had taken place early this year, at 
which it was resolved that these proceedings should be instituted for 
the alleged purpose of protecting the Church. 

Lord Aurnorp had heard of no such meeting. 

Mr. BiamireE gave notice of his intention to bring in a bill upon the 
subject, which he should do his utmost to press through the House. 

In the House of Lords, on Thursday, some remarks were made upon 
this subject by the Bishop of CuicuEesTer ; who thought that the num- 
ber of actions brought must have been greatly overstated. He had at- 
tended every meeting of the Bishops since he had a seat among them, 
and could contradict the rumour that these actions were brought by 
their recommendation. 

The Bishop of Lonpon also contradicted this report; and ac- 
counted for the great number of the actions brought, by supposing, 
that in order to meet legal difficulties, it might be necessary in some in- 
stances to raise suits against every tithe-payer. In consequence of the 
act which did away with the principle of nullum tempus occurrit ecclesia, 
if a modus were proved for sixty years, the clergyman could not im- 
peach its validity. They were therefore driven to bring these actions 
to establish their own rights, or those of their successors or patrons. 

On the same day, in the Commons, Mr. BLamine moved for leave 
to bring in a bill to amend the act in question. 

Lord Atruorr believed the actions brought for tithes amounted to 
several thousands. He was surprised, considering the spirit which was 
now abroad, that the Ciergy should have pursued this course ; which, 
from the irritation it had created, might endanger the existence of the 
Church itself. He would not pledge himself to support the bill, but 
would not object to its introduction. 

The bill was then brought in, vead a first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time on Monday. 


13, Stamp OrriceE Prosecutions. On the Order of the Day being 
read, on Tuesday, for the House to resolve itself into a Committee on 
the Factory Bill, 

Mr. Cossett took that opportunity of calling the attention of the 
House to the oppression which had been practised by the Stamp-office, 
in reference to prosecutions, and the cnlroeinien of penalties for the 
sale of unstamped newspapers. An individual, whose case came within 
his knowledge, had been fined 201. ; had been sent to the common gaol ; 
had been driven in amongst felons ; had been kept to hard labour; had 
his hair cut off, and had been kept upon the gaol allowance. There 
had been three hundred of these prosecutions during the present Ad- 
ministration. 

Lord ALrHorp—* No, no!” 

Mr. Cossert—“ I will call them fifty. (** No, no!”) Lord Althorp 
is much deceived.” 

Sir Jonn CampzeLt, the (Solicitor-General), said that the prosecu- 
tions were not the work of Government, but of common informers. 

With respect to the case mentioned by Mr. Cobbett, ke thought the honour- 
able gentleman must be misinformed. He could not believe that the person had 
been either sentenced or put to hard labour; neither did he imagine it possible 
that the other acts of severity complained of should have been committed. If 
the honourable member ecu make out such a case of oppression, he pledged 
himself to do his utmost to redress it. 

Mr. Hung said, the prosecutions arose out of the Stamp Acts, the 
severity of which Ministers should have mitigated, especially after the 
Opposition made by Lord Brougham, Lord Althorp, and Sir Thomas 
Denman to the Six Acts, under one of which some of these convictions 
had occurred. 

The conversation was then discontinued. 

On Wednesday, the question being put, that the House should go 
into a Committee of Supply, 

Mr. Home again called the attention of Lord Althorp to the num- 
ber of persons imprisoned for selling cheap publications. 

It appeared that within the last two years, no less than four hundred persor® 
had been thrown into prison under these circumstances. When this subject was 
alluded to on Tuesday, «re Solicitor-General stated that he did not believe that 
Government had been insicumental in prosecuting persons for selling cheap pub- 
lications. He was inclined to think that, generally speaking, that statement was 
correct; but it was certain that in some instances the Stamp-office had insti- 
tuted prosecutions. Why, however, did Lord Althorp suffer the law to con- 
tinue, under which Magistrates were authorized, or rather compelled, to act as 
they had done? From 1819 up to the time Ministers entered office, there were 
not half as many prosecutions against the press as there had been since that pe- 
riod. Was that not a matter of disgrace to a Liberal Ministry? If he. were 
one of them, he should positively feel ashamed to look back to the professions 
which they made whilst they ied the benches on his side of the House. 

Lord A.ruorp said, that the great majority of prosecutions were in- 
stituted by common informers, under an act passed in the reign of 














George the Second, not under one of the Six Acts. 























































































































754 


THE SPECTATOR. 








The only mode in which the prosecutions could be stopped, was by repealing 
that statute. He regretted the number of prosecutions; and that was a circum- 
stanee which induced him to wish to reduce the duty on newspapers, if he could 
have'done so consistently with other measures. 
he and his friends did not ogject to that part of the 60th George III. which re- 
ferved to stamps, but only that which cated to recognizances and the infliction 
of the punishment of banishment. 

Mr. Consett said, the 60th of George III., which restrained the 
peblication of cheap periodical works'containing news, was the great 
cause of complaint. He was of opinion that the repeal of the act 
would put an end to all complaints. This, which was calculated to 

ive'so ‘much satisfaction to the people, niight be run through the 

Otise in two hours’ time, and consequently completed before the ses- 
sion was yet tip. 

Sir Joun Campsett said, the Stamp-office had nothing to do with 
the prosecutions: the penalties were awarded to the common in- 
formers. 

Mr. Hume said, most of the informers were retainers of the Stamp- 
office ; and he was assured of the fact by some Magistrates. 

The House 'then proceeded with other business. 


14. Tye Srx Acrs. Mr. Hume moved} on Friday, for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal the 60th Geo. III. chapter 10, commonly called 
“the Six Acts.” 

Lord ALruorr opposed the motion. ‘ At that late period of the 
session,” it was impossible that any bill on this subject could pass into 
alaw. He would consider the subject in the recess, and would bring 
in a bill at the commencement of the next session to amend the act. 
He said that he had ascertained, from the returns, that there had been 
only twenty-one prosecutions by the Stamp Commissioners since 1831, 
and that only one person was now in prison at their suit. 

Mr. Hume—“ How does it happen, then, that there are four hundred 
persons in prison ?” 

Lord ALruorr said, it was at the instance of private prosecutions? 
An informer received a guinea on conviction of every offender; which 
of course multiplied prosecutions. 

Mr. Hume then withdrew his motion. 


15. Facrory Birt. At the morning sitting of the House of 
Commons on Monday, the consideration of the bill was resumed in 
Committee. 

The 5th clause was agreed to. 

On the 6th clause being read, which provides that one hour and a 
half be allowed ;for meal-time to persons working twelve hours, Mr. 
Gortne proposed, that the hour and a half should be deducted from 
the twelve hours. A conversation then took place between Mr. 
Povutetr Tuomson, Mr. Srrurr, Mr. Cosserr, Mr. Fizipen, Sir 
E. Coprineron, Mr. Brorurnron, and other Members; aud the 
amendment was finally rejected, by 53 to 17. 

Clause 7th was agreed to. 

On clause 8th, which establishes the relay system, being put, 

Sir H. Wittovenpy said, that the suggestion, framed in the report 


of the Central Commissioners, was in the teeth of the great mass.of | 


evidence collected by the travelling Commissioners. 

Commissioners, masters of mills, managers, impartial witnesses, parents, and 
operatives, all wonderfully coincided in declaring such a system ineffectual 
and impracticable. He proceeded to point out various errors and discre- 
pancies in the Report of the Central Comiissioners ; and said, that perhaps in 
the whole range. of Parliamentary inquiry, there never was an enactment 
framed more clearly and more decidedly against the ev: to support it than 
that of the relays. The great objection to relays was the ceticiency of supply, 
and the necessary fall in wages; what they gained in time being lost in diet and 
clothing. The clause would operate greatly to the prcjt : of the children, 
and have a tendency to drive the factories into crowded aid unhealthy places. 








Lord Auruonrr said, he had always entertained dow}ts whether the 
bill would increase the comforts of the labourers. ‘She country had 
decided that they ought to protect the children from overwork; and on 
that ground he had taken up the bill when it was abandoned by Lord 
Ashley. He agreed,with Sir H. Willoughby that a great difficulty 
existed with respect to the relays, and that tuey would not be benefi- 
cial to the children ; but he. had always thought the House could not 
legislate on this subject without producing mischief. 

Sir Henry Parne te was of opinion that time ought to be taken to 
reconsider the subject, and that the clause ought not to go into opera- 
tion until it could be brought again before the House next session. 
With this view, he should move an amendment, to insert instead of the 
words “Ist of January 1834,” the “ Ist of July 1834.” 

Mr. Pou.err THomson objected to the amendment; but declared 
his intention to move that the operation of that clause should not com- 
mence till six months after the passing of the bill, instead of the Ist of 
January. 

If the object of Sir H. Parnell was to defeat the clause altogether, it would 
be much better to propose it ~—s He considered the measure to be an evil 
forced on the Governiicnt and the House, and he looked upon its operation as 
very doubtful; but the public and the operatives themselves had declared in 
favour of a legislative interfence on the subject of a restriction on the hours of 
infant labour in the factories; and leaving the question open for agitation till 
another session of Pailiament, he thought would be productive of the greatest 
possible evil to the trade itself and the public. 

The House divided, and Sir Henry Parnell’s amendment was re- 
jected, by 64 to 18. 

Mr. G. W. Woop then moved, that the words “within the facto- 
ries or mills” be left out. 

“The object of the clause was, that the children should not take their meals 
upon the premises, in order that fraud might he avoided; but he did not think 
it was to be apprehended. 

Mr. Pou.terr Tuomson opposed the motion, because it would lead 
to an evasion of the law; as it would be impossible to say, while the 
children were in the mills, whether they were.at work or not. 

A division took place on this amendment; and it was rejected by 
44 to 42. 7 

The Chairman reported progress. 
~ At the morning sitting on Tuesday, the House being again in Com- 
mittee, clause 8th, which prohibits the employment of children under 


It would be recollected, that | ration of six months after the passing of the act, no child under eleven 








eleven, twelve, and thirteen years of age for more than eight hours 
a day, was put. 


Mr. G. W. Woop moved an amendment, to the effect that at the expi- 


years of age should be permitted to work more than eight hours a ous 
that no child under the age of twelve years should be permitted, after the 
expiration of eighteen months from the passing of the bill, to work for 
more than eight hours a day; and that lier the expiration of two years 
from the passing of the bill, no child under the age of thirteen years 
should be permitted to work more than eight hours a day. ‘The object 
of this amendment was to make the operation of the bill more gra- 
dual. 

Lord AttHorr opposed it, on the ground that it would postpone the 
operation of the measure. 

After a short conversation, the first proposition in the amendment 
was put and carried. 

Lord AtrHorp proposed that, in the second, twelve months should 
be adopted in the place of eighteen. 

The House divided, and Mr. Wood's amendment was carried, by 
34 to 23. 

Mr. Brotuerton then proposed, that children under thirteen should 
be employed ten hours, instead of eight. , : 

Mr. Hyart, Mr. Botiine, Colonel Torrens, Mr. J. Frecpen, 


| Sir H. Wittoucusy, and Mr. Cay ey, supported the amendment. 


It was opposed by Mr. E. Sraniey and Lord Autuorp, and rejected 
by 40 to 16. 

The 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th clauses were then agreed to, 
with verbal amendments. 

In the evening sitting, the discussion recommenced. 

The 15th clause was agreed to. 

The 16th clause, which fixes the powers and duties of inspectors, 
being read, Mr. Ecrrton moved an amendment, to reduce those 
powers ; but it was rejected, by 46 to 18. A conversation of some 
length then took place on the clause ; which was finally carried without 
amendment. 

Clause 17th was agreed to. 

Clause 18th, which refers to the education of the children, was then 
proposed. 

Mr. T. Arrwoop and Mr. P. Howarp objected to legislative inter- 
ference in the education of the children. Mr. Arvweop observed, 
that in fact, the children, who were to be two hours daily in school and 
eight hours in the factory, would be worked for ten hours. 

Mr. P. THomson, Lord Morrera, Mr. Ropinson, Mr. Consett, 
and Mr. Hug, supported the clause; and it was carried. 

Mr. P. Howarp then moved that the children should pay a penny 
a week, instead of a penny in every shilling they earned, for their 
schooling. ‘This amendment was rejected, by 55 to 40. 

The clauses from the 18th to the end were agreed to, except the 32d, 
which was expunged, and the 42d, which was postponed. 

The preamble passed, with an amendment proposed by Mr. G. 
Woop. 

On Friday, the report was received and the bill was read a third time, 
and passed. 

16. MisceLLANrous Estimates ; BucKinGHAM PaLack, THE NA- 
TIONAL GALLERY, &c. Lord Duncannon stated,on Monday, in reply 
to questions from Mr. Hume and other members, that a new story 
would be added to Buckingham Palace, which would cost 75,0002, the 
sum Parliament had voted for that purpose; and that the expense of the 
marble arch before the Palace was about 70,0002. and that it had all been 
paid for. Healso said that the plan for building a National Gallery on 
the open space near Charing Cross was abandoned, at least for the pre~ 
sent; and that it was in contemplation to fit up the Banqueting-room 
at Whitehall for that purpose, which arrangement would only require 
an expenditure of about 26,0001. 

In the Committee of Supply on Wednesday, Mr. Sprine Rick 
moved, that 2,189,772I. be granted to his Majesty for the Miscellaneous 
Estimates. They had been reduced this year by 115,60C2., the largest 
reduction ever made in one year. He also wished the House to mark, 
that he should call for no vote for Army Extraordinaries, the Govern- 
ment having sufficient in hand to carry on the service without asking 
fora farthing. The sums voted for these Extraordinaries were—in 
1829, 700,0001.; in 1880, 550,000/.; in 1831, 550,1601.; in 1882, 
240,0001. ; and in the present year, nothing. 

Several sums were voted without opposition. The sum of 46.0507. 
was then proposed for the repairs of public buildings, and of the Royal 
Palaces, the care of the gardens, &e. 

A long discussion took place on this motion. Mr. Hume, Mr. 
Buiscor, and Mr. Cosservrt, in the strongest terms denounced the grant 
as extravagant. 

Mr. Rice and Lord Duncannon defended it ; and the former stated, 
that it had been reduced during the last three years from 66,675/. to the 
present sum asked for, 46,050/. The amount was finally reduced to 
43,3701. ; andthe vote was agreed to. 

Mr. Ricr moved that 24,0001. be granted to defray the expense of 
the new buildings at the British Museum. : 

Mr. Coszert earnestly opposed this vote. He would tell the House 

disagreeable truths if no one else did. The Museum was supported by 
extorting money from the poor for the gratification of the rich; the 
poor never saw the Museum, The management of that concern was 
as bad’as bad could be ; and the expenditure upon it was as profligate 
as profligate could be. 
Mr. ‘Sprrnc Rice said, that the Museum was managed by trustees, 
not by Government. He denied that the people took no interest in 
the Museum, on public days it was crowded by numbers of the poorer 
classes. 

Sir C. BupreEct had seen five hundred persons, of the poorer classes, 
at the Museum that day. 

Sir Jomn CampsELt maintained that it was extremely well managed. 

Mr. Cozzerr admitted that he might be wrong in saying that no 
poor persons went to see the Museum: those who resided in or near 
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the Metropolis might go there sometimes ; but the man who worked in 
the fields, or at a distance from London, had no opportunity of seeing 
it. If he had the returns, he could show that 16,000/. a year were 
spent in that Museum in a way which no man could justify. 

The vote was then agreed to. 

A sum of 40,000/. was voted for the repairs of Windsor Castle. Mr. 
Consett strongly denounced it as extravagant and abominable to vote 
so large a sum, while ten thousand persons were in gaol, owing to their 
inability to pay the taxes. 

Mr. Spring Rice utterly denied the truth of Mr. Cobbett’s asser- 
tion; and Mr, Hume said, that three years ago there were only 5,300 
persons in the gaols of England, Scotland, and Ireland, for nonpayment 
of fiscal exactions. 

On account of the new State Paper Office, 1,800. was granted. 


On account of the expense of erecting a National Gallery, 10,000/. 


was granted, 

A conversation then arose respecting the site of the new Gallery; 
ped members contending that it ought to be erected in Trafalgar 
wquare, 

Lord Duncannon said, that, if Whitehall Chapel should be found 
not to answer the purposes of the National Gallery, the ground in Tra- 
falgar Square would remain unbuilt upon till the next session of Par- 
liament. He also stated, that Government were pledged to employ 
Mr. Wilkins to erect the new Gallery, should it be finally resolved 
upon to have one. If his estimates had‘not exceeded 62,000/., his plan 
would have been acted upon, and the building by this time would have 
been partly executed. 

Last night, the House again went into a Committee of Supply; 
when a vast number of sums were voted for different purposes. Among 
them was the sum of 8,581/. 5s, for the Milbank Penitentiary. 


Mr. Hume objected to the salary paid to the Secretary of thiis nsti- 
tution. He received 400. a year, and the Governor’s Clerk had 125/. 
“ What the Deuce did they do for it ?” 

Mr. Rice-promised that the estimate should be reduced nert year. 

_ The sum of 13,1502. was voted for the expenses of the Commis- 
sioners of Public Charities, after some strong remarks from Mr. Hume, 
Mr. Tooxr, Mr. Harvey, and others, respecting the great sums paid 
and the little labour done by those Commissioners: Lord ALTHorP 
thought the discussion would do good, by letting the Commissioners 
see what the House thought upon the subject. 

The Record Commission had a vote of 8,000/. Mr. Hume said that 
this vote required explanation. Mr. Ricr stated the particulars of which 
the gross sum was made up; from which it appeared that the money 
was paid for collecting, repairing, and preserving various public re- 
cords, and other matters, such as collections of materials for a Nati- 
onal History! Mr. HumeE thought that this explanation should be 
put upon record, that the public might know what was going on. 

For he establishments of Fernando Po, Sierra Leone, the river 
Gambia, and the Slave Coast, 17,3931. were voted. Mr. STanLey, 
in answer to a question from Mr. Humes, said that Fernando Po was 
about to be abandoned. 

A vote of 6,291/. for the expenses of the Colony of Western Aus- 
tralia was passed, after some opposition. Mr. STANLEY said that aid 
would only be continued to the colony for two years. 

Lord Atruorp proposed that 20,0002. should be granted for building 
school-houses. _ The recommendation of the Lancasterian and Na- 
tional School Societies would be followed in the distribution of this 
sum. Mr. Youne could not allow the Lancasterian Schools to be 
mentioned, without reminding the House, that Joseph Lancaster was 
pining in exile and poverty. Surely something would be done for his 
relief. Mr. Hume did not like this piecemeal way of setting about 
national education, and objected to the grant. Lord Morperu sup- 
ported it ; and it was finally agreed to. 

The House then resumed ; the Committee to sit again this day. 


17. Sinecurrs. Mr. Hume moved, on Thursday, 

* That, in accordance with the resolutions of that House, an humble address 
be presented to his Majesty, that he will be pleased to direct an inquiry o be 
made into every existing Sinecure Office, or Office executed by deputy wholly 
or in part, by whatever tenure held, with the view of abolishing the salaries and 
emoluments of all those where public services have not been performed to de- 
serve the same, and warrant their continuance or modification.” 

He instanced several cases where unmerited sinecures had been be- 
stowed, and allowances granted, by Lord Mansfield and others, who 
had no legal right to make them. Government had reduced the in- 
comes of sinecurists,—for instance, Lord Ellenborough’s clerk had 
7,000/. one year and 6,000/. another: why, then, had they not the power 
to abolish them? The sinecures called the two Chief Justiceships in 
Eyre had cost the country 49,0007. 

There were two other sinecures that deserved particular notice ; the first was 
the Storekeeper of Dublin, 4,115/. a year ; and the second the Craner and 
Wharfinger of the same city, Lord G. Seymour, who had 1,200/. a year, with- 
out any patent showing how or wherefore. Then there was the Keeper of the 
Great Seal, formerly 2,000/. a year, but now reduced to 9911. ; aud the Keeper 
of the Privy Seal, Lord Melville, formerly about 4,0002. a year, but now re- 
duced to 3,000/. This last appointment was made by his late Majesty when 
Prince Regent; and he doubted whether he could fe & that appointment—at 
any rate he could not extend it beyond his natural life. 

He referred to several sinecurists—the Keeper of the Signet, Clerk 
of the Hanaper, Governor of the Mint in Scotland, and others—who 
in the aggregate had cost the country such an immense sum, that he 
thought no one could object to his motion for this address, 

Mr. Warsurron seconded the motion. 


_ Lord Atrnorr opposed it, on the ground that it involved the prin- 
ciple of interfering with vested rights. Nothing could justify the 
taking away of places from the present possessors of them. With re- 

rd to Lord Melville’s sinecure, he had earned it by services under a 
ormer Administration, and would have been entitled to a pension of 
some sort, if he had not got this place. He would not meet the motion 
by a aeeet negative, but would move as an amendment. 
‘ That an humble address be made to his Majesty, that it might please him 
to direct that there be prepared, for the purpose of ‘being laid balers the House, 





a return, explaining the nature and extent of all emoluments derivable frou 
sinecure offices in the United Kingdom.” 

Mr. Cozzerr wished sinecures to be done away with at once, by the 
House, without waiting the roundabout operation of an address to the 
King. Now was the time to test the sincerity of the Members: at least 
half of the 658 had pledged themselves to the entire abolition of sine» 
cures. It was absurd to say that the House had not the power te 
abolish sinecures— 

They had had power to thrust no less than 1,000 persons into geole, within & 
very short period, for offences against their Excise-laws; they had had power 
enough to incarcerate one poor wretch, and fine him 100/. for s muggling @ 
gallon of brandy ; they had the — of collecting fifty-four millions of sovee 
reigns every year out of the pockets of the people; they had power to do all 
this, yet some of them talked of having no power to cut off George Rose’s sine= 
cures, a man who, with his family, had touched no less than 300,000/. principal 
money—public money. Talk of having no power! They had had power 
enough to do a vast deal of evil, and he hoped that they would soon begin te 
excercise their power another way—it was time. 

Lord Joun RussEtt said, there was no doubt of their power, but i€ 
would not be fair to exercise it. 

Mr. Ruruven, Mr. Witxs, Mr. Acttonsy, and Mr, SincLare 
made a few remarks; and Mr. Hume withdrew his motion, in favour 
of Lord Althorp’s amendment. 


18. Forercn OccupaTION oF THE Roman Terrirory. In reply te 
questions by Mr. H. L. Butwer, Lord PatMErston stated on Friday, 
that since the Roman territory had been occupied by the Austriam 
troops, the popular discontent had very much increased; and that there 
existed no law which prohibited the King of England from sending aw 
accredited Minister to the Court of Rome. 


19. Foreign Entisrment Act. The bill to repeal this act wag 
read athird time in the House of Commons on Thursday, and passed. 


20. Tue Prussian Tarirr; Prorectinc Duties. Mr. Rosinsow 
called the attention of the House of Commons, on Thursday, to the 
efforts which were making by the Prussian Government to form such 
commercial treaties with the States of Germany as would effectually 
exclude our manufactures from gaining admission into them. He 
observed, that notwithstanding we had reduced our duties on Prussian 
commodities, her duties on our hardware, cottons, and woollens, were 
as bigh as ever. It was now contemplated in Prussia, to impose s@ 
heavy a tax on the importation of wool as to prohibit it entirely. 
Certainly our manufactures would suffer greatly from such a proceeding- 
He wished that our Government would imitate the sagacious policy o£ 
America, who never admitted the products of foreign countries except 
upon fair terms of reciprocity. Notwithstanding what had been said 
about France relaxing her prohibitory system, it appeared that she had 
taken a very short step indeed towards doing so. He trusted that the 
opportunity of making favourable commercial treaties with Belgiunt 
and Portugal would not be suffered to puss away unimproved. He 
concluded by moving for— 

“ A copy of the Prussian tariff of duties payable in that kingdom on the 
principal articles of importation from this country; and specifying the altera~ 
tions which had taken place in those duties during the last ten years.” 

Lord PaLmserston would not object to the motion; and assured 
Mr. Robinson, that he was perfectly aware of the negotiations which 
Prussia had been carrying on for the last year and half, in order to in= 
duce the German States to join in her scheme of commercial policy. 
Were she to succeed in this attempt, unquestionably, great incon 
venience would be felt in this country ; but he was not aware that we 
had any right to interfere for the purpose of preventing independent 
states from forming what commercial treaties they liked. Any ree 
laxation of the Prussian tariff could only be obtained by some conces~ 
sions on our part. It was unjust to censure foreign states for persever= 
ing in the mistaken line of commercial policy which we ourselves had 
ouly so recently abandoned. He was utterly opposed to prohibitory 
duties, and also to entering upon a fiscal war, in order to induce other 
countries to relax their duties on our goods. It would be wiser to wait 
and let them find out their mistake. ‘They would soon find, that if they 
would not take our manufactures, we could not purchase their produce ; 
and in time, by setting a good example, a better state of things would 
be brought about. 

Colonel Torrensand Alderman Tuompson spoke a few words, and 
the motion was agreed to. 


21. ImpRESSMENT OF SEAMEN. 
moved the following resolution— 

‘‘ That the forcible impressment of seamen for his Majesty’s Navy is unjust, 
cruel, inefficient, and unnecessary ; and that it is the duty of the House to avaik 
itself of the present period of profound peace to provide some means of manning 
the ships of his Majesty in time of war, without a violation of the liberties of 
any class of his Majesty’s subjects.” 

In support of his resolution, he entered into a history of the prac- 
tice of impressment; which he maintained to be contrary to the law 
of the land; as was in fact proved by several decisions of Lord Mans- 
field and others. Resistance to a press-gang was lawful, and a mam 
who killed another attempting to press him was justified in so doing. 
The system was extremely expensive and inefficient, and was the great 
cause of desertion. Each impressed sailor cost the country 6002 
More than fifteen thousand men had deserted from the Navy in the 
short space of two years. ‘The system of impressment also acted as & 
tax upon the merchant service. _ Collingwood, Penrose, St. Vincent, 
and many other distinguished officers, had been strongly opposed to it. 
Impressment reduced seamen to the condition of slaves, and made the 
horrid practice of flogging necessary. He denied altogether that it 
was necessary to the maintenance of the Navy; and proposed that 
there should be a general registry of the whole naval population, oué 
of which, at certain periods, the seamen wanted should be chosen by 
ballot. He would pay the Navy better than at present, and offer every 
inducement to respectable men to enter it; and then we should no 
longer be obliged to have recourse to felons, smugglers, and jail-birds, 
to man our fleet. . 

Mr. G. F. Youne seconded the motion. 

Sir James Grauam opposed it. He was at a loss to perceive the 
propriety of bringing forward such a motion on the 15th August, whem 


Mr. BucktncuamM, on Thursday, 
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the ..ouse had more really pressing busines; before it than it could 
well ,et through. 

In endeavouring to discover a reason for the course which Mr. Buckingham 
had adopted, he could not help bringing to mind what had been so justly said on 
a former occasion by a learned civilian, that in the sixth session of a Parliament 
there was always a rush for Popularity, and that members were then most anxi- 
ous, in some way or other, to associate their names with some sheen’ uestions. 
The day, however, had not yet arrived of the consummation of the wishes of the 
Member for Middlesex, and the Political Unions, the days of the annual Parlia- 
ments and universal suffrage, when every member who was anxious to protract 
an ephemeral political existence would be rushing forward with all sorts of mo- 
tions that might seem to him calculated in any respect to attain such a desirable 
object. 

He denied most distinctly that the practice of impressment was ille- 
gal; and referred to the treatise of Mr. Justice Foster, to prove that 
the King was invested with the right of pressing sailors for the public 
service. Impressment was no hardship to seafaring men, for they 
knew what they would be liable to when they chose the life of 
sailors; and to impress landsmen was contrary to law. In Russia, 
whole regiments of men, who had never been on board of a ship 
before, were often marched down to the sea and made to serve as 
sailors. The registration system, which My. Buckingham proposed, 
was much the same as that adopted in France, and was in fact but an- 
other name for impressment. He was aware of the great importance 
of a well-regulated merchant service, and pledged himself to be pre- 
pared next session with a bill for the consolidation and improvement of 
the acts relating to that service. He was not arguing for impressment 
as if it were a good; it was a great evil, he admitted, but it was a ne- 
cessary one. He entered into a detail of the rewards and inducements 
to men to enter into the Naval service; and observed,’ that since the 
new regulations respecting flogging had been introduced, the number of 
such punishments had been reduced one third. The disparity in the 
pay of men on board of King’s ships and merchant vessels had been 
greatly lessened since the alteration in the value of money; and the good 
rations, regular pay, and othercomforts which were provided for men in 
the Navy, more than made up for the disparity which at present existed. 
Sir James Graham, after alluding to the opinions expressed by Lord 
Nelson and Lord Exmouth in favour of impressment, concluded by 
reading an extract from a speech delivered by Lord Chatham in 1770, 
in which it was said, that without impressment, it would be impossible 
to equip a respectable fleet upon an emergency. 

Mr. Hume spoke in favour of Mr. Buckingham’s motion, and an 
alteration in the present cruel, oppressive, and inefficient system. He 
thought that the motion might be so modified as to meet the general 
concurrence of the House. 

Sir E. Coprincron greatly admired Mr. Buckingham’s speech, and 
concurred in its object: but he also wished it to be couched in different 
terms. He was prepared to give many instances of persons not sea- 
men being pressed, under circumstances of great cruelty and hardship. 

Amongst those cases, was one of a tradesman, the last of his family, being 
carried off bya cutter from Douglas, in the Isle of Man, and being carried 
away into foreign service, from which he returned in a consumption, and died 
in Haslar Hospital. Again, the effects of impressment were prejudicial to the 
service, because it brought among the well-conducted seamen a set of rogues and 
vagabonds, who were sent on board the fleet under pretence of impressment. 
He well remembered to have had the crew of a seventy-four gun ship made up 
of such oddsand ends; and amongst them no less than twenty-seven had been 
taken out of irons to be brought on board as part of the ship’s company. He 
had examined the hands of this party, and found them like those of a lady, in- 
asmuch as they had never been employed but in picking pockets. (‘+ Hear!” 
and laughter.) Such men could not by possibility be of any use, but, on the 
contrary, their presence was materially calculated to demoralize the valuable part 
of the crew. Again, it was the practice, under the pretence of impressment- 
laws, to send poachers on board men-of-war, and they were totally unaccustomed 
to maritime life. 

Alderman Tuomrson and Mr. Rostneon spoke in favour of the 
motion. 

Captain Exiiorr defended impressment, on the ground of its 
absolute necessity ; and maintained, that the comforts of seamen on 
board men-of-war were much superior to those which were to be had 
in merchant vessels, and that their work was infinitely less. 

After some conversation, in which Colonel Wittiams, Mr. La- 
BOUCHERE, Colonel Torrens, and Mr. Consett took part, Mr. Buck- 
INGHAM agreed, in place of the resolution he moved at first, to submit 
the following one. 

“¢ That it is the duty of this House to avail itself of the present period of pro- 
found peace, to institute an inquiry whether some means may not be devised of 
manning his Majesty’s ships in time of war, without having recourse to the 
practice of forcible impressment.” 

Lord ALTHorpP was decidedly opposed to the resolution. He would 
venture to say, that on the day on which the King of England was de- 
prived of his prerogative of impressment, the naval superiority of the 
country would be at an end. He concluded with moving the previous 
question, 

Mr. Consett would have voted against Mr. Buckingham’s first re- 
solution, because he would not give his sanction to any expression that 
might seem to take away his Majesty’s prerogative. He would vote, 
however, for the modified resolution. 

The House then divided: for the resolution, 54; against it, 59; 
Ministerial majority, 5. 


22. Fines anp ReEcoverire Bit. On the motion of Lord 
Brovucuam, this bill was read a second time on Friday, and ordered to 
be committed this day. 


23. Sate or Beer Act. Mr. Srrine Rice, on Tuesday, stated, 
that in the proposed amendment of the Beer Act, Ministers did not in- 
tend to adopt the recommendation of the Beer Act Committee. He 
proposed to raise the character of the beer-shops, by raising the price 
of the licence ; and then moved the following resolution ; which was 
carried without a division. 

“ That for every licence to be granted to any person to sell beer, or ale, or 
we by retail in any part of Great Britain, shall be paid the sum of 5/. ; and 

or every licence to be granted to any person to sell cider by retail in any part 
of Great Britain, shall be paid the sum of 50s., in Jieu of the present duties pay- 
able thereon.” 





24. Lonpon ScavacE and PackacE Britt. On Wednesday this 
bill was read a third time in the House of Commons, and passed. 


25. Mr. D. W. Harvey; ApmMission To THE Bar. A long con- 
versation took place on Tuesday, on the subject of the refusal of the 
Benchers of the Inner Temple to call Mr. Harvey to the bar. Mr. 
Harvey stated the circumstances which attended his application, and 
the refusal of it. He mentioned his having been returned six times for 
Colchester, merely on the strength of his character, as he did not pos- 
sess a single acre of ground or any influence of a personal kind in the 
place. He had taken every possible pains to have the charges brought 
against him investigated. Fourteen gentlemen of different politics, 
members of the House, who were not individually connected with him, 
had done him the favour to listen to his statement; and came to an 
unanimous resolution, that his conduct was satisfactory throughout the 
whole business in question. He had applied to the judges to revise the 
decision of the Benchers against him; but they had declined to in- 
vestigate the facts of the case, and said they could not interfere with 
the decision of the Benchers. 

He had formerly offered, that the whole matter should be referred to any 
number of the members of that House, small or great, and chosen from all sides ; 
and if they did not come to an unanimous resolution that he had been treated 
with great injustice and oppression, he would the next night move for a new 
writ for the borough of Colchester. In the same ‘manner, he offered to attend 
before the Speaker, assisted by the Attorney-General and Mr. Cutlar Fergusson, 
or any other gentleman; and if their resolution was not unanimous that he had 
been treated with injustice and oppression, he would not suffer twenty-four 
hours to elapse before he moved for a new writ for the borough which he had 
the honour to represent. 

Sir James ScaRvetrt said, that the *_cision of the Benchers had been 
confirmed by the twelve Judges. He was one of the Benchers; and if 
there was any injustice in their decision, he begged that the Judges 
might take their share of the blame attached to it. 

Mr. Harvey repeated, that the Judges had not decided the matter, 
and what Sir James Scarlett had stated was not true. 

The conversation here dropped; Sir F. Vincent and Mr. H. 
Hueues having withdrawn their motions on the subject. 


26. Mr. Pryme; Bankrupt Commissioners. Sir T. FREMANTLE, 
on Wednesday, moved for a new writ for Cambridge, in the room of 
Mr. George Pryme, who, since his election, had been appointed a 
Commissioner of Bankrupts under the new act. He supported his 
motion in a long speech, in which he endeavoured to prove that Mn 
Pryme bad at first accepted, although he had since resigned the office in 
question, and that his seat was therefore vacated. 

Mr. Pryme denied that he had ever accepted the office; gnd denied 
that, even in case he had done so, his seat would have been thereby 
vacated under the terms of the act. He had never received any fees, 
taken the oath of office, or performed any act as a Commissioner. 

The Arrorney-GENERALand SoLiciror-GENERAL, Mr. AGLIoNRY, 
Mr. Harpy, Mr. Hatcoms, and Mr. D. W. Harvey, took the same 
view of the question as Mr. Pryme. Mr. Herries supported Sir T. 
Fremantle’s motion. It was negatived without a division. 


27. Tur Dupiry Macistrates. Mr. Lirrleron presented a 
petition, on Monday, from Mr. C. H. Molineux, a magistrate of the 
counties of Stafford and Worcester, and a banker at Dudley, com- 
plaining of a handbill that had been circulated widely through Dudley, 
containing these words, which purported to be extracted from a speech 
delivered by Sir John Campbell, in reference to the Magistrates of 
Dudley. 

“ They are not such as I should like to describe ; justice is not administered 
by them to the satisfaction of the inhabitants, and the greatest discontent in 
consequence prevails there.” 

Mr. Littleton then eulogized the character of the Dudley Magis- 
trates with whom he was on terms of intimacy. 

Sir Jounn CampseEte said that he imputed no misconduct to the 
Dudley Magistrates. He had merely said, that a change in the ad- 
ministration of the law by the Magistracy was absolutely necessary in 
a great part of England. He had written a letter to the Magistrates 
of Dudley, in reply to one which he received from them, disclaiming 
all wish or intent to give personal offence in the speech from which the 
extract was taken. He imputed no personal misconduct. 

Sir Henry Harpince and Sir Oswatp Mosety defended the 
Magistrates. Such men should not have been assailed by Sir John 
Campbell. 

Sir F, Burperr did not wish to make any imputation on the re- 
spectability of the Magistracy of the country, but it was well known 
that Magistrates were, like other men; liable to partialities, and to 
strong political feelings ; and that though they might not act wrong in- 
tentionally, they were liable to act, on some occasions, erroneously. 
He thought that the whole system of the ordinary administration of 
justice by the ordinary Magistrates of the country, who, in certain cir- 
cumstances, were not responsible to the higher authorities, to which 
others of their fellow-subjects were, deserved the immediate considera- 
tion of Parliament. 

Sir Joun CamMpBELL said, the Dudley Magistrates were zealous, ac-- 
tive, political partisans. 

Sir H. Harpince thought that, after the high character that had 
been given these gentlemen, Sir John Campbell should have acknow- 
ledged that his words were misapplied. 

Sir Jonn Camps. said, he had every reason to believe, that before 
he entered Dudley, and since he had left it, the Magistrates of that: 
town had been active and zealous political partisans. 

He begged Sir H. Hardinge to understand that he did not impute any mis- 
conduct to those Magistrates ; but he would not retract his assertion, that they 
were zealous, active, political partisans. (‘* Hear, hear !’”) 

The conversation then dropped. 


28. Mr. Woon’s AppotntMENT; Boarp oF STAMPS AND TAXES. 
Upon the motion that the House should go into a Committee of Sup- 
ply at the morning sitting on Friday, 

Lord GranviLE Somerset called the attention of the House to the 
superannuation of two old and faithful officers, and the appointment in 
their stead of Mr. John Wood. He particularly referred to the ease 
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of Mr. Mitford, who had been thirty-six years in the public serviee, 
and was a very able man; yet he had been superannuated on a salary of 
840. per annum. 

Lord A.ruorr justified the appointment of Mr. Wood, on the 
ground that it was necessary for Government to have a Chairman of the 
Consolidated Board of Stamps and Taxes, with whom they could hold 
confidential intercourse ; and this they could not do with Mr. Mitford. 
A great saving of expense had likewise accrued from the new arrange- 
ment. 

Mr. Hume, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Warsurton, Mr. Aciionzy, Mr. 
Pryme, Mr. Broruerton, and Colonel Evans, strongly approved of 
Mr. Wood’s appointment; which was censured by Sir H. VERNEY ; 
and the conversation dropped. 


29. DisresrectruL Petitions. Mr. Hume, on Thursday, pre- 
sented a petition signed by 1,400 persons, principally members of the 
Aberdeen Political Union. 

The Petitioners, after stating the abuses that existed under the old system, 
and in Unreformed Parliaments, went on to express their opinion that the Re- 
formed Parliament had not deserved the confidence of the people, by its tergiver- 
sation on the subject of the Malt-tax; and prayed, therefore, that the House 
would take measures for granting Universal Suffrage, Vote by Ballot, and An- 
nual Parliaments. They further stated, that those who had seats in the House 
of Commons ‘never let their voices be heard, save in responding to the propo- 
sitions which emanated from the Treasury bench; and that, instead of regard- 
ing the interests of the people, they only regarded the interests of their own 
coffers.” 

Lord Atrnorp and the SPEAKER objected to receiving this petition, 
en account of its grossly disrespectful language to the House. 

Colonel Lerru Hay was not surprised that such petitions emanated 
from a quarter to which such letters were sent as one which he would 
read to the House. It was dated 3d August 1833, from Bryanstone 
Square—( Loud laughter)—and was in these words. 

“shall have much pleasure in presenting the petition intrusted to my charge, 
and I shall also have pleasure in supporting its prayer ; but the petitioners may depend 
on it that this Parliament, if I judge by their proceedings heretofore, will do little to 
meet the just expectations of the people. There appears on the part of the Ministers a 
determination to do as little as they can in the way of reform, and the Whigs and Tories 
seem with that view to act a very appropriate part. ‘The one party, to keep some sem- 
blance of reforming the institutious, make some propositions, as in the bill for Church 
Reform, and the Tories partly terrify them, and partly resist every thing that is worth 
having. The whole, in fact, is humbug and mockery, and will so continue until the 
people show that they are in earnest, and determined to have reform.” 

This letter, extraordinary as it might appear to the House, was 
signed by no other name than that of ‘ Joseph Hume.” (Cheers and 
laughter.) Colonel Hay then asked Mr. Hume, in order (as he said) 
that his constituents might know what to think of him, whether he was 
really the author of that letter? 

Mr. Hume—* Certainly I am. It is probably of my inditing. I 
kept no copy of it; but I avow the sentiments, and might have adopted 
the language of the letter.” 

The Srpeaker—* But what is to be done with the petition ?” 

Mr. Hume said, if it were thought improperly disrespectful to the 
House, he would withdraw it. 


30. Srarionery Orrice. The report of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the stationery contract (Sir John Key’s affair) 
was brought up last night, by Lord GranviLLe Somerset, and laid 
on the table. 








The Court, 
Tue King and Queen honoured the Marquis of Ailsa with their 
company at a grand féte given by his Lordship on Saturday, at his seat 
of St. Margaret’s, on the banks of the Thames, near Isleworth. On 
Sunday, the King visited the Duke and Dutchess of Gloucester, at 
Bagshot Park. 

The Queen’s birthday was celebrated on Tuesday, by a grand féte at 
the Royal Lodge. Among the company, were the Duke and Dutchess 
of Cumberland, Princess Augusta, Duke of Dorset, Earl and Countess 
of Denbigh, Lord Hill, Lords Frederick and Adolphus Fitzclarence, 
and Sir James Kempt. Inthe evening, a grand party assembled at the 
Castle. Upwards of three hundred invitations were given. 

The King came to town on Wednesday, to hold a Levee; which was 
attended by the Foreign Ambassadors, the principal members of the 
Cabinet, and Officers of the Household; but the general company was 
small. Among those present; were Earls Sefton and Grosvenor, Sir 
W. K. Grant, Messrs. William Roche, Creevey, and Montague 
Burgoyne, General Darling, Sir Robert Wilson, and Sir Matthew 
Tierney. 

His’Majesty, it is expected, will hold his next Levee on Friday the 
23d instant. He returned to Windsor on Wednesday evening, accom- 
panied by Sir Herbert Taylor. 





Che Metropolis. 

The two candidates to succeed Sir John Key in the City represen- 
tation, Mr. Kemble and Mr. Crawford, were put in nomination at the 
Guildhall on Monday last. Mr. Wilson proposed, and Mr. Alderman 
Brown seconded, Mr. Kemble. Mr. Crawford was proposed by Mr. 
W. J. Denison, and seconded by Mr. Travers, the Chairman of his 
Committee. Mr. Kemble was at first well received, but in the course 
of his address was repeatedly hissed, partly for indiscretions of speech. 
Mr. Crawford, who was evidently the popular candidate, was received 
with three times three. He replied to some remarks which Mr. Kem- 
ble had made upon his want of citizenship, and his refusal to spend 
beyond a certain sum in electioneering expenses. In answer to a charge 
of being a Tory, which had been made against him, he said that he had 
always been opposed to Tory principles, and read an extract from his 
address, as a candidate to the electors of Brighton on the passing of the 
Reform Bill; it was in these words— 

‘*T profess myself to be of that number who have held, through life, but one 
opinion on the great measure of Parliamentary Reform, now so happily, and I 
trust finally, set at rest. I have ever considered the attainment of that object 


to be the only means through which profuse expenditure of the State could be 
controlled, the great institutions of our country improved, and its goverment 
secured on principles congenial to that altered condition of public feeling which 

ny, through all societies of men, the growth and diffusion of 
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wealth and intelligence.” 


He had also, before the passing of the Reform Bill, proposed a reso- 
lution at a public meeting in the City in favour of reform. 

A show of hands was then taken, when there appeared a very large 
majority in favour of Mr. Crawford. Mr. Kemble demanded a poll, 
which was fixed for Wednesday. 

On that day, accordingly, the polling commenced; and it soon be~ 
came evident that Mr. Kemble had no chance. Mr. Crawford obtained 
a majority the first hour, which kept increasing till the poll closed at 
four o’clock ; when the numbers were— 


BOC Bits, CHR RI beess sade deceus aecavdinnds sect swecses 2,854 
Mr. Kemble........ bape eile vcedeqeabiariadsscdivuseTensh 1,581 


Mr. Kemble, however, persevered through the second day; at the 
close of which the state of the poll was as follows— 


POF Babs: AWE vei ctsicccen oie <dtscacdsionncedeavts 4,041 
BGs TAI iavitincctesccdiviesvs sibhyeeeunes shih . 2,004 
Majority for Mr. Crawford..........s0008 2,087 


On Friday morning, previous to the return being made, a Court of 
Aldermen was held, and Mr. Crawford was sworn in a freeman of the 
City, as a member of the Spectaclemakers Company. This was done 
to obviate an objection that might have been taken to the return. 

Thus, the vain hopes of Toryism in the City of London are again 
laid prostrate. 

A special meeting of the proprietors of the Bank of England was 
held on Tuesday, to receive a report from the Court of Directors re- 
specting the renewal of the Charter. The Governor, Mr. Richard 
Mee Raikes, was in the chair. He commenced the business ot the 
meeting by reading a lengthened correspondence between Lord Althorp 
and the Directors. The first letter from Lord Althorp, which related 
to the Country Bankers, was dated July 4th, and commenced in the 
following manner— 

‘* My dear Sir—Finding the opposition of the country bankers too strong for 
me, on the question of limited liability, my colleagues have decided that I must 
not persevere in this proposition. I shall accordingly postpone till next session 
any measure relative to country bankers, except that compelling all issuers of 
paper to compound for the Stamp-duty.” 

His Lordship goes on to say, that the House of Commons appeared 
to think the terms which he had made with the Bank “ exceedingly dis- 
advantageous to the public,” and that he could not venture to propose 
any “alteration that should be still more disadvantageous” 

Several other points of importance formed the topics of the other 
letters which his Lordship addressed to the Directors, all of which 
were read by Mr. Raikes. 

The Directors complained in strong language of the departure which 
Lord Althorp had made from his bargain; but, on the whole, advised 
the proprietors to accede to the terms offered them, in consideration of 
‘the importance of concluding the transaction, and of relieving com- 
merce from the inconvenience of further delay.” 

Mr. Lloyd then addressed the meeting, and in the strongest manner 
denounced the conduct of Ministers in the transaction. But he, too, 
counselled submission to the proposed terms ; and moved three resolu- 
tions to that effect,—in which, however, Lord Althorp was charged 
with having most improperly and unjustly departed from the terms of 
his own proposition. 

Mr. John Abel Smith, Mr. Young, Mr. Winter, and Mr. Blackburn, 
afterwards spoke. Sir James Scarlett, the legal adviser of the Bank, 
was asked for his opinion as to the right of Parliament to establish 
joint-stock banks in the Metropolis and its vicinity. He said that he 
‘conceived it was quite competent for Parliament to establish such 
banks.” 

Mr. Lloyd’s first resolution was carried, and the meeting adjourned 
till Friday. 

On Friday, the reconsidered opinion of Sir James Scarlett, with which 
Sir Edward Sugden and Mr. Richards concurred, was read. It was 
the reverse of the one delivered on Tuesday. 

Mr. Lloyd, after apologizing for his warmth of expression on Tues- 
day, proposed the following addition to his resolution which was carried 
on that day. 

“That this Court fully agrees in the opinion expressed by the Court of Directors, 
that the clause submitted to them by the Chancellor of the Exchequer does not carry 
into effect, literally or substantially, the agreement entered into by his Majesty's Go- 
vernment and the Bank of England,” 

This motion was carried by a show of hands, a considerable number 
being held up against it; and the meeting broke up. 

A special General Court of the East India Proprietors was held on 
Tuesday last, at the India House, for the purpose of finally determin- 
ing whether the terms offered by Government for the renewal of their 
Charter should be accepted. After some discussion, in which Sir 
Charles Forbes, Mr. Randle Jackson, Dr. Gilchrist, Mr. Poynder, 
and Mr. Rigby, took part, it was agreed that the question should be de- 
cided by a ballot, to be taken on Friday; on which day, the Govern- 
ment proposition was accepted. 

A very warm canvass for the East India direction is going on be-~ 
tween Mr. Warden and Captain Shepherd. 

The neighbourhood of the East India Docks, Poplar, &c., and the 
Docks themselves, are in the most dull and depressed state, owing in a 
great measure to the uncertain position of the East India Company. 
Since the question of the Charter has been in dependence before Par- 
liament, the Company have not chartered any more vessels than they 
were actually compelled to do; and at the present time, instead of all 
being bustle and business, the Docks are almost deserted. The George 
the Fourth, Canning, and anumber of other first-rate vessels, are lying 
idle ; and in the import dock there are not above one or two vessels 
unloading. 

A meeting to promote measures for the relief of the distressed Poles 
in Switzerland was held on Thursday, at the Freemasons’ Hall. Lord 
Dudley Stuart in the chair. There were not many present. There 
were some ladies and several Poles; and we observed Lords Clanri- 
carde and Sandon, Colonel Leicester Stanhope, Mr. Wentworth Beau- 
mont, Mr. Ewart, Sir H. Verney, and Mr. Dominick Brown, The 
Chairman having introduced the business of the morning in an appro- 
priate speech, two addresses were read to the meeting,—one from the 
National Committee of the Polish Emigration to the British nation, 








repiesenting that about five hundred Poles have recently quitted France 
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for Switzerland, and are in great need, and urgently requesting assist- 
ance; the other from the Polish refugees in Switzerland to Count 
Anastasius Dunn, Captain in the Polish army. Resolutions in sup- 
port of the objects of the meeting were put and adepted. Collections 
‘were made at the doors. Several subscriptions were announced, and 
the receipts of the day amounted to 294/. 15s. 6d. 

A mecting of the friends of the drama was held on Wednesday at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, to consider the best means of protecting 
dramatic artists in the present state of the law respecting theatres. Mr. 
E. L. Bulwer took the chair, and the resolutions were moved and se- 
conded by Mr. Hawes, the Marquis of Clanricarde, Mr. H. L. Bulwer, 
Dr. Wade, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Rede, Mr. Serle, and other speakers. 


In the case of Small v. Attwood, Lord Lyndhurst decided, on Satur- 
day, that the 200,000/. laid out in stock by the defendant in the name 
of Phebe Attwood, as alleged by plaintiff, without consideration, 
should be transferred in the name of Robert Small,’ for the other 
plaintiffs; on the ground that the contract for the sale of the mining 
property had been declared void. 

The Special Commission, appointed to rectify the blunders of the 
Middlesex Magistrates, commenced the performance of their duties on 
Tuesday. Mr. Rotch is not named in the commission. Mr. Justice 
Parke charged the Jury, and explained to them the cause of their being 
summoned, and the necessity for the present commission. On Wed- 
nesday a number of the prisoners were put to the bar. Most ot them 
pleaded Not Guilty; but others refused to plead at all, alleging that 
they had been tried once, and that they were satisfied with that. In 
all these cases, the Bench ordered pleas of “ Not Guilty” to be entered 
for the prisoners. Out of 72, only 43 were convicted on their second 
trials. The Grand Jury ignored the bills against fifteen. 

A body of the Middlesex Magistrates assembled in the Cold Bath 
Fields Prison, on Tuesday, and there oflicially delivered an authority to 
the Governor for the immediate discharge of the Middlesex prisoners. 
The number they let loose on the public is twenty-five. ‘There are 
also thirteen prisoners who, being sentenced to transportation, had been 
removed to the Hulks, and who will now obtain the benefit of the 
mistake. Besides these, there are eleven who, having been committed 
for periods not exceeding a month, had obtained their liberty under the 
ordinary course of law. Ofthese, two had enjoyed the punishment of 
being whipped. 

Mr. Carr, a gentleman of the Stock Exchange, attended at the 
Mansionhouse on Saturday, and stated that he had very narrowly 
escaped being shot with an air-gun. He said, that on Friday afternoon 
between five and six, as he was standing with his back to the window 
of Mr. Howell’s shop in Gracechurch Street, waiting for a passenger 
in one of the stage-coaches, he heard a sudden whiz, and the pane of 

‘lass next to him instantly smashed. There were two gentlemen look- 
ing in at the window, and the pane between them was the one broken. 
A great deal of alarm was excited; and a small bullet was found in the 
shop, at a considerable distance from the window. ‘The size of the 
hole was that of a penny-piece. He could see nobody on the other 
side whom he could suspect of having fired. 

Lord Charles Fitzroy charged a cab-driver, on Monday, at the Marl- 
borough Street Office, with insolent behaviour to him, and with charg- 
ing him more than the legal fare. The man confessed his guilt, and 
‘was fined forty shillings and costs. 

At the Bow Street Office, on Monday, Mr. Benjamin Nind, of 
Crosby Row, Walworth, charged the Honourable Captain Berkeley, 
brother to Lord Seagrave, with having assaulted him at Lord Seagrave’s 
house in Spring Gardens, whither he had gone to demand the discharge 
of some claim. A servant of Lord Seagrave, who was present at the 
time the assault was stated to have been made, swore that Captain 
Berkeley was never within six feet of the complainant, and did not 
strike him at all. The warrant was discharged. 

At the Bow Street Office, on Monday, William Durham, an agent 
of a flour-factor residing near East Dereham, in Norfolk, was examined 
on a charge of embezzling the money of his employer, to the amount 
of four or five hundred pounds. e had endeavoured to escape to 
America, but was seized by a Police-officer when on board the ship 
Sovereign, just about to sail from Spithead. About 240/. was found 
in his trunk. He was remanded for further examination. 

Sarah Shorter, a servant of Mr. Parry, of Canonbury Street, Isling- 
ton, was committed on Monday from the Hatton Garden Office, 
charged with having negligently given a large dose of laudanum to Mr. 
Parry’s infant child, whose life was endangered by it. She was com- 
mitted for a misdemeanor. [We hope that Mr. Parry in future will 
take care how he trusts a servant to administer medicine to a sick 
infant—and such medicine as laudanum too. | 

Mary Webster, an accomplished female swindler, has been fully com- 
mitted, from the Marylebone Office, on several charges of defrauding 
tradesmen. 

Captain Henry Nichols was hanged on Monday last, at Horsemonger 
Lane Gaol. His family, which is very respectable, did not claim his 
body : it was therefore sent to one of the Hospitals, for anatomical uses. 
He was a man about fifty years of age, and had served with credit in 
the Peninsular war. 

Eliza Connor, a servant of Mrs. Smith, Devonshire Street, Queen 
Square, absconded on Saturday, taking with her a quantity of jewellery, 
in brooches, necklaces, diamond and pearl ear-rings and finger-rings, 
crosses, forehead ornaments, &c., amounting in value to about 100/., the 
property of her mistress, 





Mr. Swainson, a young gentleman residing at Barnes, left that place 
on Saturday last, in a small skiff, accompanied by two ladies, to sail 
down the Thames to London: but when a little below Battersea 
Bridge, the skiff struck against a trading vessel, and was upset. One 
of the ladies, Miss Anderson, was drowned. Mr. Swainson and the 
other lady were taken up by a wherry. 

Benjamin Price, a young child, was drowned on Monday, in the Ser- 
pentine river. His father, who lives in Great Marylebone Street, ap- 
plied at one of the offices of the Humane Society, for the use of a drag 
to recover the corpse; but was refused, unless he would pay three 
guineas for it. This he would not consent to do; but said he would 
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apply to Lord Tullamore, who is one of the subscribers to the society, 
[The propriety or impropriety of this refusal depends altogether upon 
the means of payment which the applicant possessed. ] 

On Thursday morning, James Short, a weaver, underwent the de- 
grading punishment of a public flogging in the Bethnal Green Road, 
for embezzling two looms of silk, which he and his wife had been em- 
ployed to weave for Mr. James Shin, a silk-manufacturer. The loss 
sustained by the employer was about 301. 

William Rudland, an old man residing in King Street, Deptford 
was found dead on the floor of his kitchen, on Tuesday; and his wife, 
who is upwards of eighty, lying insensible by his side. It was at first 
suspected that he had been murdered. The old woman could not ar- 
ticulate so as to give any evidence as to the facts; but it was proved, 
to the satisfaction of a Coroner’s Jury which sat upon the body, that he 
had fallen down and expired in an apoplectie fit. 





Che Country, 

At a Vestry meeting of the parishioners of Leeds, held on Thursday 
week, the necessities of the Church were provided for, owing to the 
contracted rate of expenditure, without making a fresh assessment. 
The pruning-knife was applied with an unsparing hand; and it is 
hoped that, before another rate becomes necessary, the English Church- 
rate will have experienced the fate of the Irish Vestry Cess. 

On the same day, the inhabitants of St. Andrew’s parish, in New- 
castle-upon- Tyne, refused to vote a Church-rate; on the ground that 
“it is contrary to the spirit of Chritianity to compel pecuniary pay- 
merits to support what persons conscientiously disapprove.” ; 

A numerous meeting of rate-payers was held at Wakefield on 
Thursday week, in the parish church. It was summoned for the purpose 
of levying a rate for the ensuing year. The Vicar presided. The 
amount required was 6,12/. 16s. 6d, ; but a motion for adjournment to that 
day six months was carried, almost unanimously. 

A number of the Middleton Radicals on Sunday went to the parish- 
church, and took possession of the overseer’s pew, from which he in 
vain attempted to eject them. They contended that all the seats ina 
parish-church are free. 

On Monday last, considerable excitement was produced in Hull, by 
the attempted sale of some writing-desks and books, the property of 
Mr. Noble, a bookseller and newsman, which had been seized in 
payment for Assessed Taxes that Mr. Noble refused to pay. The 
grounds of this refusal Mr. Noble explained, in a speech to the persons 
who crowded the auction-room ; he said that they were war-taxes, and 
were granted under a solemn pledge that when peace was made they 
should be abolished. He was greeted with loud applause; and the 
only bidder who could be found was the parish coustable ; he was the 
purchaser of two lots, but dared not bid for any more. 

The North of England Joint Stock Banking Company held their 
first half-yearly meeting at the Assembly Rooms, Newcastle, on Tues- 
day week ; when the Directors laid before the shareholders a report of 
their proceedings since they commenced business in December. The 
report showed a clear profit of 8 per cent. on the paid-up capital for 
the half-year; being at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, after paying 
all the expenses attending the formation of the establishment, which 
were very considerable. 

The number of electors registered for the Southern division of Staf- 
fordshire is stated to exceed 7,000 ; being double the number registered 
last year.—Birmingham Gazette. 

Besides about 2,000 passengers and nearly 600 tons of goods, con- 
veyed by the Liverpool Railway on Monday week, the return list states 
that there were “565 pigs, 1 bear, and 2 badgers.” 

At a meeting of the Lincoln Temperance Society last week, the 
question was raised, whether the use of brandy in cookery, particularly 
in plum-puddings, would be an infringement of the rules. After a 
long and grave debate, in which much ingenuity was displayed, it was 
resolved that brandy in puddings is eaten and not drunk, and that there- 
fore it does not fall within the list of articles prohibited. 

The Maidstone Gazette says that Sir William Courtenay, “ Knight of 
Malta,” &c. who so bewitched the good people, and especially the ladies 
of Canterbury, turns out to be a Mr. John Nicholls Tom, a “ corn- 
dealer, wine-merchant, and madman’’ of Truro in Cornwall; where 
he married a lady of good fortune and connexions. He has been recog- 
nized in person by his old friends; with whom, however, he persists in 
denying all acquaintance. 

At the Somerset Assizes, held at Bridgewater, on Wednesday week, 
an action was brought by the Bishop of Bristol against the inhabitants 
of Bristol, to assess the damages done to his palace during the riots in 
October 1831. The damages sought to be recovered were 7,3691. ; and 
witnesses were called to prove that the building could not be restored 
to its former state for less. On the part of the defendants, however, 
an architect and other witnesses deposed that 4,000/. would be ample 
compensation for the damages. The Jury, at half past one the next 
morning, returned a verdict for the plaintiff, damages 6,000/. 

Mr,... Harrig,.an attorney, brought an action at the late Hereford 
Assizes, to recover 40/. on a promissory note for 31l., and the balance 
of an account for assisting the defendant to make outa title to an estate. 
Mr. C. Phillips said the defendant was a poor, illiterate, old man, who 
had been deluded into a belief that he was entitled to an estate to 
which he had not the least claim. This delusion, if not created by 
the plaintiff, had keen kept alive by him long after he had fully ascer- 
tained that the defendant had no possible chance of success. The 
plaintiff had got about 70/. from the old man. Chief Justice Tindal 
left it to the Jury to say whether the plaintiff had not been satisfied of 
the inutility of the inquiry into the title, and whether he had not been 
sufficiently paid by the receipt of the 70/. ‘The Jury found a verdict for 
the defendant. 

Mr. John Buckley, the owner of a cotton mill near Manchester, was 
fined ten pounds last week, for overworking a boy in his employ. 

Israel Asquith, a blanket-weaver, at Heckmondwike, was committed 
to the House of Correction at Wakefield, on Saturday last, by the 
Magistrates at Dewsbury, for cruelty to his daughter, a child fourteen 

ears of age. It appeared that this man had kept the girl at work in 
his house with her legs manacled by means of two broad hoops of iron, 
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t close together hy means of a strong chain. 
m the irons were removed, were found in a 

The reason assigned by the unnatural 
had run away, and had stolen 
and had 


which were rivetted and 

The ancles of the child, w 
dreadful state of laceration. é 
father for his conduct was, that the girl 
something on Whit- Monday; when the manacles were put on, 
never been taken off till the neighbours interfered last week ! Aika 

At the late Warnborough revel, a party of men who had been drinking 
anther freely, induced one of the company to submit to be suspended 
by the heels in a stable. After hanging him up, to increase the joke, 
his companions left him a few minutes; on their return, however, they 
found tre man had broken a blood-vessel, and was quite dead— Salisbury 
Guardian. 

Lieutenam §. Lynk, of his Majesty’s ship Pioneer, shot himself 
last week in a Geld near Sittingbourne, in;Kent. A Coroner's Jury 
has returned a Verdict of “ Temporary derangement.” 

A dvel was fought on Thursday week, near Halifax, between Mr. 
Gallagher, the ventriloquist, well known in Liverpool, anda Mr. Ivison 
of Leeds. Four shots were exchanged, in the last of which Mr. G. 
wounded his adversary in the knee. The meeting arose out of some 
censures upon the Trish priests, made by Mr. Ivison in the presence of 
Mr. Gallagher, at aninn in Bradford, a few evenings before. There 
were about thirty person: present.—Liverpool Chronicle. 

Mr. George Johnstone, Collector of Customs at Hull, lost his life 
in a singular manner on Monday week. He had been at Scarborough 
for a few days, and intended to proceed. in the James Watt steam- 
packet to Leith. The James Watt. hove in sight about noon; when 
Mr. Johnstone, with five other passengers, their luggage, and nine dogs, 
put off in a boat to go on board the steamer. The sea was very rough, 
and just as the boat came along side of the packet, the latter gave a 
sudden lurch, came upon the boat, and. striking her with the paddle- 
box, completely upset her. All the persons in the boat were saved ex- 
cept Mr. Johnstone, who was taken up floating with his face down- 
wards. An inquest on his body was held, and the Jury returned the 
following verdict. 

“ We find that the deceased came to his death by the accidental upsetting of the 
coble, caused by the lurching of the packet. We wish to express our dissatisfaction at 
the conduct of the captain of the packet, in not coming nearer shore for the purpose 
of taking in passengers; and we lay a deodand of 20/. on the packet.” 

Lord William Lennox, who was on board the steamer, was ex- 
tremely active in rendering assistance to the sufferers, and went on 
shore with them. On returning to the packet, he also had a narrow 
escape; for in seizing a rope, which was thrown to him in the 
boat, he was dragged overboard, and was in the water for several 
minutes before he could get up, and was then much exhausted, 





IRELAND. 

The eastern wing of the Dublin Customhouse Stores was destroyed, 
by fire, on Saturday last. The fire broke out about one o’clock in the 
morning, and continued to. rage till past six; when the building itself 
and a large quantity of sugar, tallow, oil, and silks, which it contained, 
were consumed. The fire spread through the whole range of the 
stores with prodigious: rapidity, and the efforts of the firemen and 
constant playing of the engines, which were speedily brought to the 
spot, were of no avail. About four o’clock the flames reached the 
whisky-store at the end next. the north wall. More than five hundred 
puncheons of whisky were thrown into the dock. In rolling them out 
of the store, many were knocked against each other and burst, and 
many leaked in consequence of the heat. The spirits flowed upon the 
pavement, and soon becoming ignited. blazed in whirling sheets. of 
flame higher than the roof of the building. A great quantity of whisky 
which had flowed across. the quay into the Liffey, took fire, and gave 
the river the appearance of a mass of flames. The vessels:slipped their 
cables and floated: down the river. Many of the labourers and sailors 
employed in removing the whisky-puncheons, soon:got very drunk with 
the liquor, which they caught by buckets-full. It is believed that 
some of these men perished in. the flames. About six o’clock, two 

ieces of cannon,, which were sent for with the view of making a 

reach in the buildiug, arrived; but it was then too late for them to 
be of any service. The greatest anxiety was felt, during the whole 
time the fire was raging, lest it should reach the wine and spirit vaults 
below the building ; but fortunately they escaped, and but little damage, 
as was subsequently discovered, was done to the wine by the heat. 
The building which was consumed stood apart; and as there was 
but little wind, and that from the westward, the Customhouse 
itself was not endangered. The amount of property destroyed is not 
ascertained ; it had been stated at half a million; but this is now con- 
sidered to be an exaggerated estimate. 

The city of Dublin was most brilliantly illuminated ; the crowd col- 
lected was immense, and the whole scene was amazingly grand and 
striking. A large body of soldiers were among those most actively 
employed in endeavouring to save the property and building from de- 
struction. By eight o’clock, the fire was extinguished for want of fuel. 

The immediate cause of this great burning has not been discovered. 
An inquiry into the matter is now in progress before the Magistrates, 
by order of Government. Strong suspicions were entertained that the 
building had been wilfully set on fire. The watchman said, that five 
minutes before the fire broke out, all was safe, as he thought; he saw 
no signs of it. 

Mr. O’Connell arrived in Dublin on Tuesday morning, and prepa- 
rations were immediately made for two meetings which he is to attend, 
—one for the purpose of making arrangements for the formation of the 
Ship Canal from Kingstown to Dublin, and another upon the subject 
of Corporation abuses. At the latter, Mr. O’ Connell is to submit his 
plan for the reform of the Dublin Corporation, and to invite the co- 
operation of all parties who are willing to assist in the good work. 
After attending these meetings, he goes into Meath county, to be pre- 
sent ata public dinner to which he has been specially invited. 

Since the fire at the Customhouse stores, Mr. O’Connell has been 
attending the investigation before the Magistrates, being employed as 
counsel for one of the sufferers. It seems, therefore, that in one way 
or another, the Agitator is as actively engaged as usual. 

The Irish Government has directed the withdrawal of one third of 
the extra Police force which has been stationed in the county of the 
city of Kilkenny ; and it is understood that the remainder of this force 











will shortly be removed, and the city thereby relieved from the heavy 
taxation caused by its maintenance. — Herald. 

There was a ridiculous Orange procession in Londonderry on Mon- 
day, to celebrate the anniversary of its relief. The local authorities 
should not have permitted this illegal display. — Globe Correspondent. 





1 SCOTLAND. 

Mr. Tait, bookseller, of Edinburgh, was on Saturday last imprisoned 
in the Calton Gaol, for refusing payment of the Annuity Tax; and re- 
mained there till Tuesday night ; when a public meeting of the inhabitants, 
called by advertisement, took place on the Calton Hill, to convey him 
from the gaol to his residence, as a mark of their high opinion of his 
conduct. Before six, the whole south side of the Calton Hill was 
completely clad with spectators ; and by half-past six, the Trades (who 
had previously met on the Mound), with their flags and banners, took 
their place in front of the Gaol. About seven, Mr. Tait came out, 
and was received with loud plaudits from all sides. He was carried on 
the shoulders of the people to a carriage-and-four, that awaited him in 
the street, when the horses were taken out and the carriage drawn along 
the Regent Bridge, Prince’s Street, &c., to Walker Street, the resi- 


| dence of Mr. Tait.—Edinburgh Weekly Journal. 





BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
BIRTHS. 

On the 11th inst., at the house of her mother, in Wimpole Street, the Lady of De- 
puty-Assistant-Commissary-General James W1son, of a son, 

On the 12th inst., at his residence, Woodford Hall, Essex, the Lady of Wi.11am Cox, 
Esq., of a daughter 

At Corfa, on the 12th ult., Lady Wooprorp, of a son. 

On the 12th inst., at Nea House, Christchurch, Hants, the Lady of Lieut.-Colonel 
W.G. Cameron, of a son. 

On the 12th inst., the Lady of Caoartes Turner, Esq.,O.M.D., Royal Artillery, of a 
daughter. 

On the 13th inst., the wife of Dr. Bird, of 102, 
three fine daughters, all doing well. 

MARRIAGES 

On the 9th inst., at St George’s Church, Hanover Square, the Right Hon. Lord 
Gar igs, eldest son of the Earl of Galloway, to the Lady BLancue Somerset, seventh 
daughter of the Duke of Beaufort. 

On the 8th inct., at Lowestoft, Wrrttam Innes Pococn, Esq. R.N., to ELIZABETH 
Anne, only daughter of Richard Pearson, M.D., Member of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, and F.A.S., London. 

On the 12th inst., the Right. Hon. Lord Viscount Laxr to Anne, daughter of the 


tatcli® Highway, was dblivered of 


late Admiral Sir Ricyarp Onstow, Bart., G.( 

On the 3d inst. at Brussels, at the residence of his Excellency Sir Robert Adair. 
G.C.B., Witt1am Tromas SmytH, Esq., to Mary, youngest daughter of Richard 
Chambers, Esq., of Cradley Hall, in the county of Hereford, 

On the 12th inst., at St. George’s, Hanover Square, Capt. Razr Newatt, East India 
Service, to Mary, widow of the late Edmund Blewitt, Esq., and eldest daughter of 
Thomas Prothero, Esq,., of the Friars, Monmouthshire, 

On the 15th, at St. George's Church, Hanover Square, Lord Viscount Mriron to Lady 
Seta Cuartorre Jenkinson, second daughter of the Earl of Liverpool. 

On the L5th inst., at St.George’s, Hanover Square, Capt, Coar.es HAMtyN WIL- 
tiaMs, of the Royal Navy, second son of the late Sir James Hamlyn Williams, Bart., 
to Harriet, youngest daughter of the late Sir Nelson Rycroft, Bart. 

DEATHS. 

Died, at Market Harborough, Leicestershire, on the 10th inst., at an advanced age, 
NATHANIEL SuutrrLeworTH, Esq,, one of the sons of the late Henry Shuttleworth, Esq. 
of Easton House, Northamptonshire, and of Great. Bowden, Leicestershire. 

On the 9th inst., at his house in Regent Street, Joun Epwarps Vauauan, Esq., of, 
Rheola and of Lauely, Glamorganshire. 

On the 9th inst., at Snaresbrook, Essex, Er1zasetu, relict of the Rev, Joshua Win- 
ter, of Codford, St. Mary, Wilts, in her 84th year, 

On the 2d inst., at Boulogne, the Right Hon, Lady Graves. “ 

On the 11th inst., at her house in Lower Grosvenor Street, Frances Enizapets 
Viscountess ALLEN. 

On the 10th inst., the Hon. AngeRNon Percy, late Minister at Switzerland. 

At Hastings, on the 9th inst., suddenly, the Rev. Ropert Winter, D.D., the revered 
pastor of the Independent Congregation, New Court, Carey Street, London, 

On the 10th inst., at St. James's Palace, in his 89th year. the Rev: Henry Fry, D.D., 
Confessor to his Majesty’s Household, and Suh-Dean.of St, Paul’s. 

On the 9th inst., suddenly, at Cowes, Sir Tuomas Ormspy, Bart., in his 36th year. 

On the 13th inst., at Hedingham Castle, Essex, Lewrs Masenpie, Bsq,, in lis 
78th year. 

On the 6th inst., at 24, Ainslie Place, Edinburgh, Joun Engas, youngest son af.Cal. 
Ross, K.H., late 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Gente, : 

On the 6th inst., in Edinburgh, Capt. ANprew Hares, late of the Hon. Bast India 
Company’s service, and Colonel in the command of a Brigade in his Highness the 
Nizam’s service. 

On the 10th, inst., at the residence of her brother, 22, Dowgate:Hill, after a few hours* 
illness, of spasniodic cholera, Sarau, daughter of the late Mr. Tudor, of Oakengater, 
Shropshire, in her 23d year. 

On the 9th inst., at Brussels, where he was attached to the British Embassy, Cuarues 
Des Vorvux, Esq,, eldest son of Sir Charles Des Voeux, Bart. 

On the 13th inst., at his residence in Hans Place, in his 78th year, the Rev, Jamas 
Srovin, D.D., Rector of Mossington, in the county of York, of which place he had been 
Rector fifty-one years, 





—————~ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Saturpay Niaeur. 
M. pE Sarmento, who held a high judicial situation under the Re- 
gency of Donna Isazpetta, leaves town to-morrow for Lisbon. He is 
said to be the bearer of important despatches for Don PEpro. 


It appears, upon inquiry in an official quarter, that a’ small expe- 
dition to Lisbon had been resolved upon by our Government, and that 
orders for its immediate departure had been given ; but, after aCabinet 
Council, instructions were given to delay the sailing and merely to hold 
the troops in readiness. ‘This change is attributed to the influence of 
Lord BroveHam; who, having conceived a strong dislike to Don 
PEDRO, wished to avoid giving so direct a countenance to him as the 
presence of a British army would afford. 





The Duke of WELLINGTON says, that of all the mad unmilitary 
things that ever took place, leaving Lisbon uncovered for the purpose 
of attacking Oporto was the most mad. In all countries, the capital 
influences more or less other towns, but Lisbon is almost to Portugal 
what Paris is to France. Besides, the Miguelites have now no other 
means of obtaining gunpowder than from Spain. The manufactories 
of the Government are at Perolas, four miles from Lisbon. At Coim- 
bra, a limited quantity may be made, but not sufficient for any purpose 
of importance. 





Accounts from Paris state, that fresh disturbances are apprehendéd 
in Italy, and that Deputies have arrived there from the malecontents. 
It is said that a Federal Republic is getting up, and that arrangements 
are making for a depdt of arms, 
counts are well founded. 


There is reason to think these a¢- 
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Several members of the House of Commons have been at the 
Treasury to-day to ask whether there is any doubt as to Parliament 


breaking up on the first Saturday in September. The answer was, 
none. 





It is well known that the Queen is particularly careful to wear 
nothing which is not te produce of English skill. We do not propose 
to discuss the question whether it is consistent with good policy to avoid 
the use of foreign commodities, in order to encourage English manufac- 
tures: all will admit that the motive which induces the Queen to 
make this preference, is most amiable. Our present object is to show 
how the kindest acts may be misinterpreted, and the injury which 
arises from such hasty judgments. Some months ago, the Queen 
visited the Zoological Society, and wore a beautiful pelisse, the silk of 
which was woven in Spitalfields expressly for her own use. The fabric 
itself, and the design which adorned it, were superior to any thing of 
the kind which foreign art could achieve. Some of the spectators, 
imagining the pelisse, &c., to be made of foreign silk, had the ill man- 
ners to express their opinion sufliciently loudly to be overheard by her 
pense. On the next occasior when the Queen was about to appear 
in public, she sent directions to have a piece of silk made at Spital- 
fields, which it should be impossible to mistake for foreign manufac- 
ture. Thus was the taste of our own workmen checked, and their 
improvement retarded, by an unjust and impertinent remark. 








Lorp BrresrorD AND His Porrucurse Estates.—Our readers 
may recollect, that we merely hinted in our last Number, that Viscount 
Brresrorp’s property in Portugal would be confiscated. The “inter- 
cepted letters” published in the Times this morning, afford a key to 
the above hint ; and also to the political intrigues in which the Great 
Captain, Lord ABERDEEN, and Co. employ their talents. About this 
time last year, most of the same parties were similarly employed—and 
with equal success—in the service of the Dutch King: 

Lory LowrHer.—Lord Lowruer’s embarkation for St. Petersburg 
ereates a good deal of speculation in the Clubs. His mission, how- 
ever, 1s quite unconnected with the Foreign policy of the WELLINGTON 
clique. 

Conservative Civs.—We understand that several members of the 
Club have resigned their seats. 

Tue Russtan Dietomatists.— Among the fashionable nothings of 
the Morning Post to-day, we find the following baleful announcement. 

“The Princess Lieven is expected to arrive to-day from St. Petersburg, accompanied 
by Count Mastuszevic. A King’s steamer was despatched from this country many 
weeks since, for the express purpose of bringing over her Highness, who comes direct 
all the way by sea,” 

What brings this woman, and with such a companion, back te Eng- 
fand? How did they employ themselves—what protocols did they ma- 
nufacture—during the voyage? On whose responsibilty is the expense 
of sending out ‘a King’s steamer from this country, many weeks since,” 
for the importation of such a cargo, incurred ? 








The House of Commons had another extra sitting to-day, from 
twelve to four; when the consideration of the Miscellaneous Esti- 
mates was resumed. 

Mr. Sinctarr and Mr. Hume protested against voting away such 
jange sums at so late a period of the session; and the latter declared 
his intention of preventing a shilling being voted next session after 
twelve o’clock at night. It was necessary that the Estimates should 
be voted before April, in order that reductions might be made before 
the commencement of the annual expenditure. 

The resolution for granting 20,000/. for the furtherance of Education 
was opposed by Mr. Hume and Mr. Consett; who said that he never 
would consent to the adoption of any general plan to teach the poor to 
read and write. 

What good did education, as it was called, do to the poor? If there were two 
agricultural labourers, one of whom could read the Penny Magazine and 
plough, and the other of whom could plough and make hurdles, and was a good 
shepherd, but could not read the Penny Magazine, he should say that the se- 
cond was the better educated of the two. Let any man go into the gricultural 
districts—for of the towns he could not so positively speak, call before him the 
labourers of a parish, and compare the fathers aud sons,—he would forfeit any 
character he might have for knowing the working classes, if it were not found 
that the fathers were a better class of men, better workmen, and more willing 
to work, than their sons. 

All the reports showed that as education spread, crime increased. 

Mr. Murray differed widely from Mr. Cobbett: he asserted without 
fear of contradiction, that taking any number of individuals who could 
read, and the same number who could not, the former would be found 
to commit fewer crimes, be better behaved, and altogether better sub- 
jects. He objected, however, to the grant, on the ground that there 
were sufficient charitable funds for the purposes of education, if they 
were properly applied. 

Colonel Evans thought it would be niggardly to stop the grant at 
that moment. If Mr. Cobbett’s principle were carried into effect, what 
would become of his own Register ? 

Mr. Coser said he was misunderstood. He was not against edu- 
eation, but the forcing of it, and taxing people to pay for it. 

Mr. R. Porrer wished the grant to be postponed. 

Mr. Hume urged postponement. 

Colonel Evans asked Mr. Hume, how he or any member could 
divide the House on this point, after allowing 45,000. for the gilding 
of a palace, and twenty other sums of the same nature to be voted? 

Lord Atruorr thought the feeling of the House was in favour of the 
grant, and would therefore allow a decision to be come to on the subject. 

The House then divided: for the grant, 50; for Mr. Hume’s amend- 
ment, 26; Ministerial majority, 24. 

The resolutions contained in the report were then read seriatim, and 
agreed to. 

When the Order of the Day for going into Committee on the Irish 
Tithe Bill was read, 

Mr. Hume, after making some remarks upon the failure of the recent 
attempts to collect tithes in Ireland, and the improbability of their 
being collected any better in future, moved to add the following proviso 











to the 19th clause of the bill, with the view of obtaining some security 
for the repayment of the money to be advanced— 

** Provided always, and be it enacted, that if the sum be granted and ad- 
vanced under authority of this act, shall not be repaid from the sources provided, 
and within the periods specified by this act, any balance then remaining unpaid 
and due to the public, shall become chargeable on the funds arising Sona the 
the temporalities of the Church of Ireland.” 

Mr. Wat.ace seconded the motion. 


Lord ALTHorr would undertake to show that the parties to yhom 
the advance was made would have the means of repayment. 

_No doubt, if the Clergy had to apply to the same parties for pav«lent as they 
did last year, the same results might be expected to follow ; butander the per- 
manent Tithe Composition Act, wnich passed last session, the clergymen would, 
in future, have to apply—not to the occupying tenantry, bvé to the leaseholders 
and owners of the land—persons in a situation of life wel able to pay, and from 
whom payment could be enforced. It must be remembered that if hvies parties 
did not pay the clergyman, a receiver of their rents could be appointed till the 
amount legally due was paid. 


Mr. Suaw had not the slightest hope that the money would be repaid: 

It was unreasonable to suppose that what this Goverament, and the Clergy, 
acting in concert, could not, on their own admission accomplish, should be 
effected by the Clergy in different parts of the couvéry, single-handed and alone. 
Besides, all the arrears had been remitted. Tbe grant would act, in fact, as a 

remium for resistance. He believed Lord AXhorp to be incapable of practis- 
ing a fraud on the House; but it appeared as if he had shut his eyes to reason 
and common sense. 

In the whole of this bill, he saw the deepest animosity to the Church ; 
and with all respect to Mr. Littleton, he must say, that had Mr. Stan- 
ley continued in office, he did not think this bill would have been in- 
troduced. It would destroy the future influence, respectability, and ex- 
istence of the Irish Church. The money must be given as a free gift, 
or it would undoubtedly be rejected by the Irish Clergy. 


Lord Joun Russe tt said, the biil had been introduced to relieve, 
not to persecute the Clergy. He was surprised at Mr. Shaw’s remarks. 

Mr. Actionsy said, that the bill, if passed, would be one of the 
most vicious measures ever enacted by a British Legislature. 

On the motion of Lord AtrHorp, the debate was adjourned till 
Monday. 

In the House of Lords last night, the Duke of Ricumonp, on the 
presentation of a petition from some London merchants relative to the 
communication by the Post-office with foreign countries, took occasion 
to comment upon Mr. Wallace’s statements on this subject in the 
House of Commons, in the following terms. 

‘¢ The department which I have the honour of being the head, has been at- 
tacked on many occasions. I can only say I have made every inquiry into the 
charges, and have reason for believing they have no foundation in fact. If I did 
not feel it were wrong for a Peer of Parliament to answer that which has been 
asserted in another place, I would show that the honourable member for 
Greenock was wrong in his statements; and that he has not ucted towards me 
with that feeling of candour which one gentleman has a right to expect from 
another.” 

Mr. Wattace, at the morning sitting of the House this day, after 
expressing his astonishment at the Duke of Richmond’s observations, 
said, that before he brought forward his late motion respecting the Post- 
office, he had mentioned his intention to the Duke of Richmond, with 
whom he also had an interview on the subject. After that, he had 
written twice to the Duke, but received no reply. 

It certainly might happen that those letters had not reached the noble Duke ; 
but, in common courtesy, he ought to have instituted an inquiry before he 
made a statement in Parliament affecting his (Mr. Wallace’s) character. He 
held papers in his hand which would clearly prove the accuracy of his state- 
ments and conduct, and the purity of motives by which he had been influenced ; 
and if any member, by repeating the charge, would give him an opportunity of 
defending himself, he would feel obliged. But, under present circumstances, he 
must say that he thought he had just cause of complaint. Accusations had been 
levelled at his character in another place, such as no man in any station in so- 
ciety, either public or private, ever dared to make before, and such as out of that 
House he would never put up with. (‘ Hear, hear !”) 

Lord ALruorr expressed his conviction that there had been some 
mistake in this business. 


Mr. Crawrorp, the new member for London, took the oaths and his 
seat this day. 





EAST INDIA SHIPPING. 


Arrived—Off the Smalls, Aug. 14th, Indian, Ravenscroft, from Manilla. Off Ply- 
mouth, 15th, Arab, Binnie, from Ceylon. Off Penzance, 14th, Charles Eaton, Towle, 
from Madras. Off Liverpool, 15th, William Salthouse, Roberts, from Mauritius. 

Sailed—From Gravesend, Aug. 10th, Malcolm, Eyles, for Bengal; and Elizabeth 
Taylerson, Sanderson, for the Cape; 13th, D’Auvergne, Huguet, for Bengal; 15th, 
Kersewell, Haswell, for the Cape ; General Palmer, Thomas, for Bengal; Layton, 
Wade, for New South Wales; and Colombia, Ware, for Ceylon ; and 16th, Diadem, 
Airth, for the Cape. From Liverpool, 13th, Bland Callen, for Bengal; and 14th, Earl 
of Liverpool, Manning, for Batavia. 





THE ARMY. 

War-orrice, Aug. 16.—7th Regt. of Dragoon Guards—Lieut. R. Richardson to be 
Capt. by purchase, vice Elton, who retires, ‘To be Lieutenants, by purchase—Cornet 
J. H. Gibsone, vice Atkinson, who retires ; Cornet J. W. Hunter, vice Richardson, To 
be Cornets, by pnrchase—F. J. W. Vis. Kilcoursie, vice Gibsone ; FE. Codrington, Gent, 
vice Hunter. 12th Regt. of Light Dragoons—Capt_ C. T. Bird, from the half-pay of 
the 22d Light Dragoons, to be Capt. vice F. Moore, who exchanges. ist Regt. of Foot 
—Lieut. A. B. Montgomery to be Capt. by purchase, vice Blair, who retives; Ensign 
F. G. Urquhart to be Lieut. by purchase, vice Montgomery ; Lieut. J. Gordon, from the 
6th Regt. of Foot, to be Lieut, vice Lucas, who exchanges ; Gent. Cadet H. D. Neville, 
from the Royal Military College, to be Ensign, by purchase, vice Urquhart. 3d Foot— 
Lieut. G. Mackay, from the half-pay of the 82d Regt. of Foot, to be Lieut. vice Urqu- 
hart, whose appointment has not taken place. 6th Foot—Lieut, F. Lucas, from the Ist 
Regt. of Foot, to be Lieut. vice Gordon, who exchanges. 50th Foot—G. Cobban, Gent. 
to be Ensign, by purchase, vice Baxter, promoted, 69th Foot—E. Hemphill, Gent to be 
Ensign, by purchase, vice Sutton, who retires. 79th Foot—Lieut.-Col. G. Macdonell, 
from the half-pay of Inspecting Field Officer of Militia, to be Lieut.-Col. vice Sir N. 
Douglas, K.C.H. who exchanges. 2d West India Regt.—Serg.-Major J. Potts to be 
Quartermaster, vice J. Whitty, deceased. Ca Mounted Riflemen—Ensign rT. Donovan 
to be Lieut; without purchase, vice Knight, deceased ; R.M. Sparks, Gent. to be Ensign, 

ri Jonovan. 

WSireosenaa—The Christian names of Cornet Colquit, of the 5th Dragoon Guards, 
are Goodwin Charles. The Christian names of Ensign Arkwright, of the 47th Regt. 
of Foot, are Ferdinand William, and not Henry, The appointment of Capt. Blair to 
the Ist Regt. of Foot, on the 9th August 1833, should have been vice John Cress, and 
not John Koss. The name of the Lieut. from the 42d Foot, appointed Capt. unattached, 
on the 9th August 1833, is Thomas Graham, 
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TOPICS. OF THE DAY. 


THE CHURCH AND ITS PAYMASTERS. 


Tue Church of Ireland would indeed be a valuable blessing if its 
worth were to be truly estimated by what we have paid for it. 
The amount of blood and treasure which it has cost this country 
to compel the great mass of the Irish nation to support a Church 
which they hold in utter abhorrence, has never, as far as we re- 
collect, been fairly estimated. It is not, however, going too far to 
say that the expense of two thirds of the army stationed in that 
country for a great deal more than a hundred years past, must be 
laid to this account. Legal proceedings for the recovery of debts 
are expensive enough, Heaven knows; but the bayonet process, 
the dragooning a nation into the support of Christianity, far sur- 
passes them in point of cost. At length it seems that even this 
ultima ratio of priestly sway has ceased to convince the obstinate 
Papists ; and our rulers have been compelled to apply to Parlia- 
ment for an advance in money to keep the Irish Clergy from star- 
vation. We rejoice that it has come to this. The People of Eng- 
land will now see the consequences of that system of policy under 
which Ireland has been governed for centuries. We are not only 
under the necessity of keeping up our military establishment in 
that country, after it has ceased, through inability for the duty, 
to perform the worthy office of tithe-collector, but are obliged, by 
a direct grant of a million, to make up the deficiency in the in- 
come of the Irish Clergy. Neither, as was remarked by Mr. 
O’FERRALL, one of the Irish Members, is there any thing unfair 
in this. The Church is notoriously imposed by British bayonets, 
for (falsely styled) British purposes, upon the Irish Catholics; 
and therefore we ought to provide for its maintenance out of our 
own pockets. To this it has come at last. The Irish say, if you 
are determined to have a Protestant Church Establishment in 
Treland for the good of England, you must pay for it; for we 
want nothing of the sort, and are resolved not to maintain it our- 
selves. How long John Bull will submit to be wheedled or bul- 
lied into paying some millions per annum for this purpose, re- 
mains to be seen. He will probably wait till Lord ALTHorp’s 
new composition scheme has totally failed, and a few additional 
millions have been voted away, as the first was on Monday last ; 
and then, we suspect, the Irish Protestants will be left alone to 
support their own Clergy. 

Never was the triumph of any men more complete than that of 
the Irish Catholics. They have exonerated themselves from tithes 
and church-rates, and have managed to extract the good round 
sum of a million sterling from our pockets with which to discharge 
their own legal debts. But this sum is only dent, we are told; it 
will be repaid in the course of five years, and we have good secu- 
rity for its repayment. The true way to estimate the worth of 
this security, is to go to Mr. Roruscui Lp, or to the Bank of Eng- 
land, and inquire whether they are willing to advance a million 
upon it,—whether, if the Government assign it over to them with 
plenary power to enforce it, they are willing, in this instance, to 
stand in Lord AtrHorpr’s place. We can easily fancy the jeers 
with which such a proposition would be greeted. 

So much for Ireland. In England, the prospect of the Church 
Establishment is by no means bright, though not so deeply over- 
cast. The events of the last few months cannot but be regarded 
as ominous of a dissolution of the present connexion between 
Church and State. In Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Shef- 
field, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Gateshead, Wakefield,-Chatham, and 
in the parish of Christchurch, Surry, the church-rates have 
been refused; some of these refusals having taken place within 
the last fortnight. The Dissenters, it appears, are at last begin- 
ning to exert themselves; and unless the old system of self-elected 
and close Vestries be revived, they will be enabled peaceably and 
lawfully to get rid of the imposts of which they have so long com- 
plained without redress. 

In the capital of Scotland, the same spirit of resistance to eccle- 
siastical impositions is at work. It appears that a considerable 
sum of money has been annually raised, by a tax called the An- 
nuity Tax, since 1651, for the support of the Edinburgh Clergy. 
This tax, though said to have been illegal till 1809, when it received 
legislative sanction by means of a clause fraudulently introduced 
into a local act of Parliament, has generally been submitted to. 
But of late considerable opposition has been made to the payment 
of it; and last week, Mr. Wintt1am Tait, the bookseller, and pro- 
prietor of the spirited monthly periodical which bears his name, 
actually suffered himself to be sent to gaol rather than submit to 
it. His reasons for this conduct are given in a letter published in 
the Caledonian Mercury. In the first place, he doubts the 
legality of the impost; next, he affirms that it is too large, un- 
equally levied, and absurdly and illegally applied. He goes on 
to say— 

‘* For these and other reasons, detailed ina petition to Parliament, and a re- 
port by the Committee of Inhabitants, the collection of the annuity has been 
considered unjust and oppressive. Payment has been refused by the inhabitants ; 
and when the Clergy proceeded to distrain the goods of the recusants, their 
proceedings were rendered ineffective by the impossibility of finding purchasers 
for the distrained goods. age their seizure of the citizens’ goods inopera- 
tive, the Clergy are resorting to the extremity of imprisonment. Mr. Wilson, 

pocketbook-maker, was the first seized on. He, as was publicly announced, 
submitted immediately on being imprisoned to the imposition of the Clergy, on 
account of the state of his health. I have been selected as the second victim : 
and as I have not Mr. Wilson’s reason for instant submission to what I conceive 
injustice and oppression, I have permitted the Clergy to imprison me; and send 
you this statement from my place of confinement, the Gaol, Calton Hill.” 








The Standard of Wednesday sneers at the whole of this pro- 
ceeding; and, after intimating that Mr. Tair has seized upon this 
opportunity of advertising his Magazine, concludes its remarks 
upon the subject in these words. 

‘* We trust no more of the trade will be permitted to invade in this way the 
advertising profits of the newspapers. Indeed, if we may so far anticipate the 
Weeklies as to make the observation, the Annuity Tax will be collected least 
distressingly by distraint, and the peine piano will be founda more powerful 
instrument of coercion than the peine forte.” 

If the Standard will turn to those words in Mr. Tairt's letter, 
which we have printed in Italics, it will find that the peine forte 
was only had recourse to after the “ more powerful instrument of 
coercion,” the peine piano, had failed. 

What is the conclusion to be drawn from all that has recently 
taken place in the Three Kingdoms with respect to payments 
for the support of the Church Establishment? Are we to fear 
that this passive resistance to the payment of Tithes, Rates, and 
Annuity Taxes, will lead to a rejection of just and legitimate de- 
mands? We conceive not: but the events to which we have di- 
rected attention, prove beyond all question that the People are be- 
ginning to distinguish between right and wrong in government, 
and no longer admit the right even of the Legislature to sanction 
acts of palpable injustice. 

To compel one man to pay for another man’s religion as well as 
his own, is now, in spite of all the plausibilities of argument by 
which the practice has been supported, fe/é to be an oppression ; 
to compel a man to pay exorbitantly, or more than his fair propor- 
tion, for the support of his own faith, is also unjust; and it is the 
almost universal consciousness of the truth of this, that renders 
passive resistance so powerful an engine in the hands of the re- 
cusants. 





THE REFRACTORY PEERAGE. 
“ More Peers, or none!” 

MINISTERIAL CHRONICLE, July 1833—passim, 
In the height of the business season, when orders from impatient 
and important customers are in the full course of execution, it 
would never answer for an extensive manufacturer to bring his 
establishment to a stand-still in consequence of detecting some im- 
perfections in his machinery, the result of ignorance or want of 
care. He would be annoyed, doubtless, at the slovenly style in 
which his goods were turned out, and would have sundry unpleas- 
ing anticipations of scolding letters from dissatisfied purchasers : 
still he would make an effort to push through the season as well 
as he could, and to execute those orders which were imme- 
diate; firmly resolving to put his jarring machinery in better 
trim, and provide himself with more serviceable tools, before the 
next season commenced: and in so doing, he would merely be 
acting with common prudence. 

As in the commercial, so it is in the political world. A prudent 
statesman, having had full experience of the evils arising from the 
jarring of the several members of the body politic, will turn his 
attention, during the very first interval of comparative leisure, to 
the formation of some plan for making them act more smoothly 
together; and in the meanwhile, will merely employ them in the 
performance of what is absolutely necessary to be done without 
delay. 

The session of Parliament, which now draws to a close, has 
proved to the satisfaction, or perhaps we should say to the dissatis- 
faction, of all thinking men, that some material alteration must be 
made in the British Constitution, if the component parts of it are 
to be held together and to be made to discharge their several func- 
tions. Our rulers must have discovered that the present state of 
things cannot continue—that an IRRESPONSIBLE body like the 
House of Peers, wholly independent of, and disdaining to submit 
to public opinion, cannot long coexist with the House of Commons 
as at present constituted. Whether Earl Grey and his colleagues 
have sufficient political courage and wisdom to take the necessary 
measures to prevent future collisions between the two Houses, re- 
mains to be seen. Judging from the timid and vacillating policy 
which has guided their late proceedings, we should fear that they 
are pot the men to rely upon in the difficult times which are ap- 
proaching. Unlike the prudent tradesman, who employs his de- 
fective machinery only just as much as is absolutely necessary, 
they have attempted with unmanageable tools to produce a vast 
deal of work which might very well have stood over till next year, 
while they have neglected that for which daily calls were made 
upon them. It is impossible, therefore, to anticipate much benefit 
from their future management of the concern at the head of which 
they are placed. 

But whatever may be the views of Ministers, reflecting men of 
all parties in the country are looking forward to important changes 
in the constitution of the House of Peers,—for no one, we presume, 
contemplates the probability of any alteration in the mode of elect- 
ing the members of the Popular branch of the Legislature, which 
can render such changes less necessary than they are at present. 
In this state of the public mind, an article in the last Monthly Ma- 
gazine, entitled ‘ Legislative Peers,” is well-timed. A sketch of 
the various Representative Governments of Europe and America, 
is introduced by the following just remarks— 

“¢ The perfection of political wisdom does not consist in an indiscriminate zeal 
against Reformers, but in a gradual and prudent accommodation of established 
institutions to the varying opinions, manners, and circumstances of mankind. 
In the application of this principle, many difficulties occur, which it requires a 
rare combination of talent to surmount: but so emancipated has human reason 
become from the tyranny of ancient prejudices, that a spirit of free discussion, 
unexampled in the history of former times, is roused, and that respect, bordering 
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on fanaticism for their ancient constitution, onceso marked a feature in the cha- 
yactér of the English, is now fast giving way to the intimate.econviction of the 
pan f of'a new political organization, mare in unison with the enlightened 
spirit of the age.” : 7 

It is certainly not “in unison with the enlightened spirit of the 

age” that immense irresponsible power, such as the Peers now 
should be separately lodged in either King, Lords, or 
 —venenctig Of that power, therefore, they must, probably in the 
course of a very brief period, be deprived, The safest and most 
dignified line of conduct which the Peers could adopt, would, be- 
yond question, be that of yielding to and falling in with the current 
of public opinion. In that case, their peculiar and constitutional 
rivileges might remain intact for an indefinite, probably a very 
ong period. But these Peers are not wise men in their genera- 
tion. They have churlishly set themselves in opposition to the 
national desires, when nothing was to be gained and every thing 
to be lost to their order by so doing. They have thus rendered 
their House a nuisance, which the public feel a strong inclina- 
tion to abate by the rough but effectual method of prostration. 

In a former Number of this Journal, we suggested the feasi- 
bility of accomplishing a reform of the House of Peers by less violent 
methods. We supposed that the King might, in the first place, be 
induced to create a considerable body of liberal men Peers for life ; 
that the /egislative hereditary power of the Peerage might cease 
with the demise of its present possessors; and that a select num- 
ber of their body, say fifty ora hundred, might be elected to repre- 
sent the order, and thus form a Senate of manageable size, fit for 
a deliberative assembly. We should thus get rid of the absolute 
irresponsibility of the Peerage, which is so grossly incompatible 
with the general spirit of our political institutions ; and by de- 
grees, without committing an infraction of existing rights, we 
should be freed from a body of hereditary legislators. We were 
aware that many ardent Reformers would think this a milk-and- 
water scheme. But we also knew, that such men would 
run as much counter to public opinion as the Peers are now 
doing, were they to proceed at once to abolish the Upper House. 
We could see many important advantages to be derived from a 
well-constituted Second Legislative Chamber, and were inclined to 
hope that the materials might be found among the present 
Peerage out of which to form one. 

If this suggestion is of too moderate a character to please the 
extreme section of the popular party, it will be regarded by the 
great majority (but, we know, not by al/) of the Peers them- 
selves with perfect horror. They are not as yet sufficiently 
alive to the dangers of their position: this is proved by their 
recent conduct. The time, however, will soon arrive, when they 
will be glad to take refuge in submission to some such project for 
the remodelling of their body. In the meanwhile, the old 
remedy will probably be resorted to, during the recess, in order 
to avoid collision between the two Houses next session. More 
Peers will be created; but this will prove a mere makeshift, and 
will probably hasten on a more effectual reform. Something like 
our suggestion may then be adopted, when it will probably be too 
Tate. Should that prove to be the case, the utter overthow of the 
Aristocracy will take place, and our Constitution will become 
essentially Democratic. The question which is most important to 
be considered by those who would drive matters to this extremity, 
is, whether the people are, or are likely soon to be, sufficiently 
well informed to be safely trusted with the power which they will 
then acquire ? 


UNSTAMPED NEWSPAPERS—THE SIX ACTS 
AND THE WHIG MINISTERS. 

Tux unjust operation of the laws in regard to unstamped 
lications, brings, daily, more and more discredit and popular odium 
upon Earl Grey's Ministry. It is notorious that one of the most 
flourishing newspaper speculations of the day is that which 
sprung up under the patronage of Lords Brouguam, ALTHoRP, 
and Chief Justice DENMAN, called the Penny Magazine. This 
paper, because so patronized, is issued weekly without molesta- 
tion ; but upwards of four hundred prosecutions againsf the pub- 
lishers of similar works, many of them quite as harmless, have 
been instituted during the last three years, under the sanction of 
these Penny Magazinemen. Itis pretended, indeed, that Ministers 
are not to blame, because the law under which these prosecutions 
are earried on was not of their framing, being as old as the reign of 
Gerorce the Second. But why, then, have they not set about the 
repeal of this law? ‘He who permits oppression shares the 
crime ;” and Lord BroueHam and his colleagues are therefore the 
great criminals in this matter. 

Again, it will be said that those papers only are prosecuted 
which contain news. But the distinction between news and no- 
news, which forms the boundary between the protected and the pro- 
scribed papers, is too narrow to be recognized by the eye of com- 
mon sense. It is quite disregarded in practice. And why should 
“ news” pay a tax, more than history, antiquities, travels, poetry, 
anecdotes? Is it because those who desire the former species of 
information are more affluent, than those whose tastes lead them 
to prefer the latter? The reverse is the fact. ; 

Many of these prosecutions are carried on under the remains of 
the notorious Six Acts, which these very Ministers denounced in 
their days. of patriotism, as the most disgraceful and oppressive of 
all possible enactments: yet they still, after nearly three years’ 
possession of the seats of power, suffer them not only to re- 
main on the Statute-book, but to be enforced with extraordinary 
zeal and in the most partial manner. It is only a few days since 
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| of these Universities. 


a poor fellow, named Josava Honson, was sentencedat Hudders- 
field to six months’ imprisonment for publishing a weekly paper 
called the Voice of the West Riding, in which it was not pre- 
tended that any thing seditious‘or immoral was to be found. But 
he was incarcerated because his paper was unstamped. His-case 
has been brought before Parliament; and we trust’ that means 
will be taken to shame these apostate Ministers into proeuring a 
repeal of the atrocious acts under which he was convicted. 





It is done! Mr. Hume last night moved to erase from our sta- 
tutes a blot which even Stpmovurs and CasTLEREAGH would have 
deemed disgraceful in these times. The motion came “too late 
in the session "—of course it did—for the slow-moving if not sure- 
footed Ministerial Leader’ of the Commons: but it was not decent 
that the Member for Middlesex should be allowed to “ fileh popu- 
larity" at the expense of the Whig Government; so his Lordship 
promised to add the consideration of this repeal to his load of care 
in the recess, and be ready with his relief when Parliament meets 
again, 





THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. AND THE PUBLIC. 


THERE are two views in which the important subject of Medical 
Reform is to be considered,—the one as it regards the, public 
benefit; the other as relating to the interests of the medical 
practitioners. The latter is secondary to the former; but, both 
being closely connected, we are, in supporting the claims of the 
Faculty to the consideration of the Legislature, advocating the 
right of the public to protection from incompetent practitioners. 
A number of physicians, men of the highest eminence in their 
profession, have petitioned the House of Commons for an inquiry 
into the state of the Medical Profession generally, and of the 
College of Physicians in particular. The allegations in this peti- 
tion make out a flagrant case against this corporation. The ob- 
ject for which a charter was granted to the College by Henry the 
Eighth, has been defeated by the adoption of by-laws, one of 
which excludes all candidates for a Fellowship who have not 


| graduated either at Oxford, Cambridge, or Trinity College, Dublin; 


though efficient medical instruction is not to be obtained at either 
The object of this by-law is the unjust 


| one of shutting out Dissenters, who cannot conscientiously take 





the University oaths; but it has also the injurious effect of ex- 
cluding the graduates of all other Universities, especially those of 
the Continent, many of which are celebrated as schools of medi- 
cine. To render somewhat less glaring this monstrous injustice, 
by other by-laws a new distinction was created in the middle of 
the last century, by the institution of a sort of purgatory state, 
into which the body of Licentiates are admitted. This includes 
those eminent practitioners whom the by-laws disqualify from be- 
coming Fellows; and from whom a licence to practise could not 
have been withheld without fixing a stigma upon the Fellows 
themselves as well as upon the College. he petitioners form a 
part of this body of Licentiates ; and they complain, not only that 
they are rendered ineligible to become Fellows, but that they are 
excluded from any share in the power, privileges, and emoluments 
of the College, and are even refused admittance to its Library 
and Museum! These are grievances that must be redressed; but 
they form a very small portion of the great mass of abuses caused 
by the absurd anomalies in the laws regulating the medical pro- 
fession, and which have been and still are productive of great in- 
jury to the public. 

The municipal government of the medical profession is vested 
in three corporations,—namely, the Apothecaries Company, incor- 
porated by act of Parliament; the College of Surgeons, and the 
College of Physicians, which are both chartered bodies. 

The Apothecaries Company has the power to recover heavy 
penalties from any person dispensing medicines, be he surgeon, 
physician, or apothecary, who has not served an apprentice- 
ship of five or seven years to a member of the corporation. The- 
effect of this regulation is, that while it very partially protects 
the public, it confers great pecuniary advantages upon this body 
as atrading company. The ApothecariesCompany has a board of 
Examiners, which the applicant must also pass. We are bound 
to say that the examinations are very useful, as now conducted,— 
notwithstanding the absurd freaks occasionally indulged in by th: 
worshipful Examiners: but they were not always so rigid. 

The College of Surgeons also examines all candidates for its fel- 
lowship: but the examinations, strange to say, are merely formal ; 
and indeed may be dispensed with altogether, as the diploma of 
the College is not necessary to a person practising as a surgeon. It 
is hard to believe, that in the present age and in a country like 
this, any individual utterly ignorant of the first principles of sur- 
gery may set up as a surgeon, and set fractures, cut off limbs, and 
perform other operations, without any certificate of his fitness be- 
ing necessary; and that the only remedy—protection there is none 
—against the incompetence of such a man, is an action ofdamages. 
Yet such is the fact. The College examination, however, being 
one that may be passed with credit by any student after two or 
three months’ preparation—even without calculating upon the in- 
fluence of the private favour to their pupils of the well-paid lee- 
turers, of whom the Examiners for the most part consist—is rarely 
evaded, but by quack operators, such as bone-setters, &c. The 
Fellows of the College of Surgeons ‘are consequently very nume- 
rous; but the diploma of the College is ofcourse rendered worth- 
less as a testimonial of skill; and the affairs of the College being 
managed by a self-elected Council, the great body of the members 
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are as powerless to reform the institution, as are the Licentiates of 
the College of Physicians to rescind its odious by-laws. 

The three corporations are, in fact, mere fee-gathering institu- 
tions, as far as the advancement of medical science is concerned ; 
for they do not, on the one hand, prevent.the malpractices of igno- 
rant and incompetent pretenders. to medical skill, nor do they, on 
the other, make their honorary distinctions tests of the degree of 
merit of those whoare really qualified. The skilfwl physician is | 
not allowed to make up his own prescriptions; but the most igno- 
rant quack is suffered to vend his deleterious: nostrums with impu- 
nity. Nay, he does so with the sanction and under the protection 
of the Government, for the sake of the annual thousands accruing 
to the revenue by the stamp-duties on patent medicines. The 
dominion of the College of Physicians is moreover limited to phy- 
sicians practising within a circuit of seven miles round London: 
so that, even supposing the two Colleges were really to perform 
their functions efficiently, as at present constituted, they could 
not afford due protection to the whole population of the United 
Kingdom from the tamperings of sot-disant physicians and sur- 
geons, whose professional qualifications are only measured by the 
standard of their own individual opinion. The public, therefore, 
owe no thanks to the Colleges if they are not mutilated or slain 
by the knife, the lancet, or the bolus. 

The present improving state of the medical profession, despite 
its vicious and corrupt monopolies, while it is creditable to the 
majority of its members, is no argument against the necessity of 
further improvement. A thorough reform must and will be had. 
We cannot expect that the old corporations will be abolished, use- 
less and prejudicial as they are shown to be; but, if remodelled, 
we think they may be made to work together in effecting the end 
and aim of their institution—the suppression of quackery, and the 
furtherance of improvements in medical science. 

Let the three corporations be efficiently reformed, and each may 
then separately examine candidates and grant diplomas or li- 
cences in their respective branches of the profession. Ifevery phy- 
sician, surgeon, or general practitioner, were compelled to possess 
such licence or diploma, the mere exhibition of it, or the enrol- 
ment of his name in the books of the Colleges, « ould satisfy every 
one of his skill. Or let there be a Faculty, as in France, that 
should unite the three estates of the medical profession; instituting 
in the first place a general and efficient examination for ordinary 
practitioners, and then others separate, and more minute and pro- 
found, in the case of candidates for diplomas as either surgeons or 
physicians. We throw cut these suggestions with a view to call 
the public attention more particularly to the subject, and to pro- 
mote its discussion in society. The main course of the reform 
being once broadly sketched out, its details may be afterwards 
arranged. It will then only require firmness and decision, and a 
disregard of the clamours of those interested in the maintenance 
of the old monopolies, to carry it into effect. 





REWARDS OF SCIENCE IN PRUSSIA AND IN 
ENGLAN 


Tue King of Prussia, upon occasion of the féte recently held by 
the learned in honour of the celebrated physician HurELAND, took 
occasion to confer upon him the cross of the First Class of the Red 
Eagle, accompanied by a very gratifying letter from his Minister 
of the Interior. 

We cannot help contrasting strongly the respect paid to science 
in Prussia, by the absolute Monarch of a military state, with the 
trifling rewards it meets with from the popular Sovereign of a 
commercial people. We have amongst our own philosophers, one 
who to the hereditary reputation of his illustrious parent, unites 
an equally well-founded fame of his own creation; nor would the 
warmest admirers of HurELAND object when we claim a more dis- 
tinguished place for the English Herscuex. Blessed with an 
affluent fortune, unbounded industry, and a penetrating genius, 
our countryman has devoted those possessions to the calm pur- 
suits of science; and having swept with his own powerful glasses 
one half the firmament of heaven, sighs, like an intellectual 
ALEXANDER, for other realms to subdue. Happier than the war- 
rior of antiquity, a nobler cause opens to him a more extensive 
field ; and he is on the point of visiting a remote colony,* in order 
to bring back to his native country the history of those worlds 
which glow at immeasurable distances around the Southern Pole 
of our planet. 

Such is the philosopher on whom the Sovereign of England 
has bestowed the Third Class of a Foreign Order. We blush 
for our country’s reputation in the eyes of Europe. We agree 
with the acute author of England and the English, that honorary 
distinctions conferred on scientific eminence are valuable not for 
their effects on the individual, but for the far wider influence they 
possess in making science respected by the people. The orders 
of the Black and the Red Eagle in Prussia correspond to the 
orders of the Garter and the Bath with us. The Bath is at pre- 
sent almost entirely confined to military merit. Is it possible that 
an Administration which, previous to its possession of power, was 
loud in its professions respecting knowledge and science, should 
neglect to open that order to civil merit, when it is understood 
that the King is himself most anxious to possess the means of en- 
couraging British science by British honours ? 

There is, indeed, another way of viewing these distinctions: if 
they are bestowed on inferior kinds of merit and withheld from 
the highest, they become degraded. In that case, the absence of 


such a badge will be considered as one of the presumptive proofs 
of desert ; the people will learn to respect science for its own sake 
alone; and the things called “ honours “ will sink, in Englaad, 
to a lower estimation than children’s toys. 





THE BISHOP OF LONDON’S EDICT AGAINST 
SACRED MUSIC. 


Tue Bishop of Lonpon has forbidden the performances of sacred 
music at the Apollonicon Rooms in St. Martin's Lane, on the 
Sunday evenings. He considers these sacred concerts “an offen- 
sive violation of the sanctity of the Christian Sabbath.” We 
very much question whether he spends his own Sunday even- 
ings more innocently. We also question his legal authority to 
stop the concerts, and wish it had been put to the test. Is the 
Metropolitan Bishop ex officio the conservator of the Sabbath? 
If so, why does not the Right Reverend Prelate endeavour to 
preserve it from the grossest and most immoral of its violations— 
the gambling in the Hells in St. James's on Sunday ? he would 
then be doing a benefit to the community. These dens of plun- 
der are open to the public, though they do not advertise their 
performances or take money at the doors for admittance. It is 
the taking money for admittance, we suppose, that called forth 
the suppression of the sacred concerts. This may render them 
obnoxious to the Bishop's power; but does the sanctimonious 
Prelate condemn the performance of sacred music as a violation of 
the Sabbath ? If so, why then the King and the Nobility are guilty 
of Sabbath-breaking. Is it that professional singers are em- 
ployed for hire? Then the performance of the masses at the 
Roman Catholic Chapels—of anthems at the Cathedral Churches, 
the Royal Chapels, the Chapel of the Foundling Hospital—are 
equally open to censure; especially the Catholic Chapels, which 
are nearly half-filled by Protestants, who go to hear the compo- 
sitions of Mozarr and BreTHoven, and not to join in the 
devotions. At most of these places of worship, too, there is 
a fee expected—nay demanded. At the Chapel Royal, St. 
James's, there is a regular price for the seats for strangers, 
which are kept locked, even in the aisles; and each visitor is 
asked for a shilling before the seat is unlocked. The show may 
be worth the shilling, to. be sure; for there is generally a 
Bishop or Dean to read the homily, and some one of the Royal 
Family to look at; and the display of gold plate rivals the side- 
board of a prince. Then there is the chanting, by boys in flaring 
red and blue liveries covered with gold lace, which peep out from 
under their white surplices; and the performance of ananthem (a 
real musical treat) by the gentlemen of the choir. If this is not a 
public exhibition, we should like to know what is. It may be urged 
that this is at a chapel and on the occasion of divine service. So 
much the worse; because a religious duty is thus made the pre- 
tence for a concert, which, according to the Bishop's view of the 
matter, is a violation of the Sabbath. 

The truly religious observance of the Sabbath will not be pro- 
moted by such mock-sanctity. To debar the public from an inno- 
cent and even solemn recreation, such as the enjoyment of sacred 
music on a Sunday, is to put a premium on the attractions of 
taverns and gambling-houses. We shall next have a crusade 
against sacred music in private dwellings. The one is just.as. 
much a sin as the other. 





THE NATIONAL GALLERY JOB. 


Tue pictures belonging to the nation are, it seems, still to be 
treated little better than so much lumber; for we are as far off 
as ever from having a National Gallery. The old house in 
Pall Mall, where they have hitherto been stowed away, must im- 
mediately be taken down, or they might perchance have remained 
there till it fell in and buried its treasures under the ruins. The 
intention of erecting a National Gallery on the site of the old 
Mews at Charing Cross, is, it would seem, abandoned ; there not 
being room for the building proposed, without obstructing the front 
view of St. Martin’s Church and its noble portico. Public opinion 
has in this instance gained a signal victory, by the aid of the press. 
The folly of the self-conceited architect, however, has contributed 
not alittle to his own discomfiture. lie is proposed that the pictures 
shall be placed in the Banqueting-house at Whitehall, which is at 
present used as a chapel for soldiers. This can only be considered 
as a temporary arrangement, though it is spoken of as a permanent 
one; for the building, besides being too small, is manifestly unfit 
for the purpose of exhibiting pictures. {The light is admitted 
at the sides, as in ordinary dwellinghouses; and the pictures must 
therefore be hung upon moveable screens in order that they 
may be viewed to advantage. The windows might be blocked up, 
and the light be admitted through the roof; but that could only 
be done by sacrificing the splendid painted ceiling, the work of 
Rusens. Lord Duncannon, when questioned by Mr. Warsur- 
TON as to the inaptitude of the hall for the purpose, especially as 
regards its limited extent, said that there was space for further 
enlargement. He did not, however, say where; nor can we per- 
ceive in what direction the building could be enlarged, but at an 
enormous cost for the purchase of the ground. The mere ar- 
rangements for placing the pictures here will, it seems, cost half 
the total sum granted for the new Gallery; including compertsa- 
tion to the disappointed and self-defeated architect, and the ex- 
pense of erecting a chapel for the soldiers. We think, by the by, 
that the soldiers might pray as earnestly in their own barracks ; 
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suggestion toerect a Gallery in the Regent's Park. It is by far 
the most rational that has been made, and one that is yet, we 
hope, likely to be adopted. Lord ALrnorp said that Government 
was by no means decided upon any plan. Let this therefore be 
urged. What are, the artists about, that they do not stir ina 
matter in which they might be expected to take a lively interest ? 
But their views do not reach beyond their own immediate and in- 
dividual welfare. 


Since the above was written, the subject has been talked over 
again in the Committee of Supply, on the motion of Lord Dun- 
CANNON for a grant of 10,0002. as a first instalment for the new 
Gallery. The general impression appeared to be in favour of a 

} new building on the site of the Mews, to form one side of Trafal- 

.| gar Square, but without obstructing the front view of the Church. 
Lord DuNcANnnon’s notions seem to have altered very materially 
in a day or two. On this occasion he showed a preference for Mr. 
Wixkins's amended plan, which only two nights before he hadall 
but abandoned ; and he now communicated to the House the as- 
tounding intelligence, that Government was “bound to take Mr. 
Wivxins’s plan,” provided his estimate was under 62,0007. No 
answer was made to Mr. Warsuron’s query as to the cause of 
this sudden change of opinion. If the Government is bound by 
rash promises made without the sanction of Parliament, then the 
House of Commons is superfluous. But the Government is not 
bound, according to their own showing. Mr. Wi1k1ns’s estimate 
amounted to 75,0007. If he reduces its amount, it can only be by 
sacrificing some material points in his design. Besides, if the 
Government was bound, why talk of compensation? The fact is, 
that the Government have got entangled in the net of jobbery, 
and are afraid to make an effort to extricate themselves. Lord 
Duncannon would fain escape the importunities of Mr. Wi1- 
KINS, by taking refuge in Whitehall ; but his retreat is cut off. 
**WiLxkiNns or Whitehall,” cries Lord DuNcANNoN; but the Com- 
mons will have neither. Mr. Hume properly said, that after the 
blunders of Mr. WiLk1Ns, the plan ought to be open to competi- 
tion. How comes it that Mr. Wikis is the favoured architect? 
—Merely because he is the nominee of the Royal Academy ; who 
are wanting, and we now suspect are intended to have, half of the 
new building. The silence on this part of the plan is ominous. 
We call on Mr. Warsurton, Mr. Hume, and the Metropolitan 
Members, to break this silence, and solve the doubts and fears of 
Government, by insisting on the whole of the money voted being 
appropriated to the National Gallery alone; and not suffer a mere 
trading corporation to smuggle the country out of thirty thousand 
pounds, and what is worse, half of the limited range of building 
intended for the national pictures. It is this that hampers the 
Government in the choice of a site, as well as the amount of the 
estimates for the building. We will venture to assert, indeed, 
that but for the intended accommodations for the Royal Academy, 
the new building might be erected for 50,0007. A long gallery, 
open from end to end, lighted from the roof, and unadorned in its 
interior with architectural enrichments, might certainly be had for 
that sum—nay, even for half the amount. This is all that the 
nation requires. Let some independent and influential member 
put the question home to Lord Duncannon; and then he will 
continue the jobbing connexion with W1Lkins and the Somerset 
House junto at his peril. If the subject is left to slumber, the 
job will be so far perpetrated before the next session, that it may 
be too late to quash it. Not a shilling ought to have been granted 
without a clear and definite understanding of the plan to be 
adopted. 





ROYAL ARCH-FOOLERY. 


Mr. WarsurTON put an awkward question to Lord Duncannon, 
when he inquired what was the cost of the marble arch that stands. 
in front of the Pimlico Palace; and the answer which, after some 
modest coyness, was elicited, throws an inconveniently strong 
light upon the taste and munificence of the Royal arch-projector, 
and the economy, firmness, and wisdom, of a Tory Government. 
The nation has been made to pay 70,000/. already for this architec- 
tural bauble ; how much more it will cost is not stated. To call 
it useless, is telling only one half ofits demerits : so far from being an 
ornament to the Palace, it is a positive eyesore. Jts proportions 
tend to dwarf the elevation of the facade; its magnitude, to ob- 
struct the view of the building ; and the transparent whiteness of 
its material, to render still more dingy the dirty drab of the stucco. 
The marble, to be sure, will not leng retain its purity and brilli- 
ancy, in our damp and smoky atmosphere; and the sharp outlines 
of the sculptures that adorn it, will soon be effaced by the opera- 
tion of the climate; but even when it is blackened by smoke, it 
will present a contrast to the stucco, though the latter be newly 
whitewashed, which will be any thing but harmonious to the eye 
or favourable to the appearance of the building. Thus the arch, 
which is in itself a beautiful piece of ornamental architecture, 
being modelled after a design of the ancients, is, by being made 
an excrescence, converted into a deformity. The only way to 
remedy the evil is to remove expensive costly nuisance: but 
economy forbids. The pretty toy cost so much to put together, 
that we can't afford to have it taken to pieces! Royal whims, it 
seems, are not only costly, but permanent evils. The nation is 
made to blush as well as pay for the follies of its Sovereign. The 
present Government cannot afford the nation 75,0007. for a_pic- 
ture-gallery, because the last did afford an extravagant King 

early an equal sum fora worse than useless gateway. The 





question with the Royal Builder was not what was wanted, but 
what could be got ; and with the Minister, not what could be spared, 
but what could be granted by the corrupt House of Commons. 





THE ITALIAN OPERA. 


Tue Opera season closed on Saturday night, with the performance 
of Parr’s Agnese. This excellent opera was first produced in 
1817; AmBrogetTti being the Uberto, and CamporgEssE the Ag- 
nese. AMBROGETTI had studied the deepest affliction to which 
human nature is subject, too successfully, and portrayed it too 
vividly, to render its exhibition an amusement. The opera was 
performed to the shrieks and tears of the audience, and speedily 
withdrawn. TAmBuRINI's portraiture of the distracted father is 
as true to nature, but the resemblance is less painful. Every step 
and look bespeaks insanity ; but its most horrible features are judi- 
ciously suppressed; and it may safely rank as a piece of acting 
with the Medea of Pasta or the Euryanthe of Scuroeprer. The 
other characters (with the exception of Ernesto) were allotted to 
Mesdames Gai and Casreui, Signor GALu1 the chorus-master, 
poor GiuBILEI, and a nameless underling or hanger-on of the 
theatre. Thus every thing was done to render the piece as little 
attractive as possible, except by the representation of Uberto ; and 
the Manager evidently anticipated the usual array of empty benches 
which accompanies the close of a season extending into August. 
For once, he was agreeably disappointed, and the curtain rose to a 
crowded pit. This is one of the many proofs which are so fre- 
quently forcing themselves upon our attention, but to which ma- 
nagers pay no heed, that the public are not slow to be attracted 
by real musical excellence. ‘The audience,” as the Times re- 
marked, “ was, though a crowded, not a fashionable one.” But it 
was an audience which knew a good opera from a bad one, and 
was evidently attracted by the talent of Tamspurini employed 
upon the music of Parr. 

The public taste is in advance of that of the Maneger; who, 
whatever other qualifications he may possess for his situation, can- 
not boast of the slightest musical knowledge, or even tact. With- 
out a profound knowledge of even that branch of the art which is 
connected with the Italian Opera, many a man, as ignorant as 
Laporte, would have felt with more skill and accuracy the mu- 
sical pulse of the English people: but several years of experience 
have not conveyed to him the slightest information on this point. 
He has not the smallest conception that one opera, per se, is bet- 
ter than another, or that it can be so estimated by the public: 
hence, we have had a succession of operas, every one of which was 
sure to fail. Such were Norma and I Capuleti ed i Montecchi ; 
compositions so intrinsically worthless, that no singing could 
make them endurabie, 

The season, we are told, has been a brilliant one; and, as far as 
regards the performers engaged, we readily admit that, for two 
months, it was so, and that a few of Rossini’s best operas were 
given in a style which we have seldom heard equalled. But, re- 
garded as an index of the state of the Italian Opera, the symptoms. 
of decline have been too visible to be mistaken. Where riches 
have been displayed, they have been from the stores of bygone 
years (for we must now class Rosstn1 among the departed 
writers); while from our contemporaries we have had the most 
abject display of meanness and poverty. Brxniini, Donizerrtr, 
and Co., have earned themselves a musical reputation in this 
country, of which the effect is to drive from the house all real 
judges of the art whenever their operas are announced. 

The King’s Theatre, or, according to its original designation, 
“the Royal Academy of Music,” was intended to introduce into 
this country artists, as well as works of art, of the first class, and 
by a liberal and judicious selection of these, to improve the na- 
tional taste. In furtherance of this object, HanpEL, Bononc1n1, 
Porpora, VENTO, SACCHINI, and other composers of eminence, 
or at least experience, were successively placed at the head of the 
establishment; and it really was what it purported to be. It is 
now the mere speculation of an individual, into whose fitness to 
stand at the head of such a theatre, and to accomplish the objects 
for which it was erected, no one ever thinks of inquiring. And 
the necessary consequence has been a succession of incompetent 
managers; all of whom, for the last dozen years, have, according 
to their own accounts, squandered large sums, earning nothing in 
return but the proof and record of their own folly. Singers are, 
notoriously, difficult to manage: but over an incompetent manager 
they soon obtain a complete mastery; and the productions of the 
finest authors are mutilated or shelved in order to gratify their 
selfishness or caprice. A manager who knew his business, and 
who consulted his interest, would stand between them and the 
public: he would produce the finest operas, with every character 
well sustained and well rehearsed. The indolence, the insolence, 
or the caprice of singers, is sure to be visited upon the manager's 
head; for the public have one remedy in their hands which they 
never fail, in such cases, to apply—they absent themselves from 
the theatre. 

It is given out, that, although a brilliant season, this has been 
an unsuccessful one, and that M. Laporte-has been a loser of 
several thousand pounds by his speculation. This, if true, only 
proves, that, having procured the best materials, he knew not how 
touse them. TamBuRINI, for example, has been with him the 

reater part of the season, and he prevents his appearance in his 

est character until the very last night. The reputation which 
he had earned in Uberto last season (when it was also brought 





